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ABSTRACT

A Study on Dating the White Porcelain with Inlay
of the Joseon Dynasty

Kwon So-hyun

The white porcelain with inlay (54 4%) of Joseon dynasty is a kind of white
porcelain, which was made before the blue and white porcelain of Joseon dynasty (i#fif
T F8%%) as an influence of the style of Chinese ceramics. It was made at the latter part
of 15th century and was regionalized, diminished and disappeared around 1470 that the
branch official kiln (47f5) as a division of Saongwon (7] Z(5¢: an official organization for
royal food) was in Gwangju (#/1|), Gyeonggi~do province (5i#6E).

The 15th century is the time when the various kinds of ceramics became a single kind
of white porcelain. In the late Goryeo dynasty buncheong ware (¥;#7{4#%) was made
based on the traditional skills of celadon with inlay and Chinese ceramics were imported
from China, Japan and Yu-gu (5igk). In these situation the white porcelain with inlay
was made by mixing the Chinese ceramics with the traditional skills with inlay (5:ifif
).

The tradition of inlaying skills transmitted from Goryeo was made by scarfing the
surface with the style and putting ocher dlay (f%1-) and pottery clay (Fi-t:) in it whereas
the Joseon white porcelain with inlay was made by scarfing the style first and then
painting it with the iron black. This was the characteristic feature of the Joseon white
porcelain with inlay .

There are five different kinds of styles which is divided by the type of the main

116 Wi Sk FEe] #we FIE



design in white porcelain with inlay: scroll design (#%32), modified scroll design (##7f2
JEHL), separated branch design (#7#32), floral design with two lines (—H A& {¥30),
dragon design (§£32), fish design (ff32) and many other designs. Scroll design type and
modified scroll design type were made influenced by the ceramics of Chinese Yuan (Jr)
dynasty. But we can also find out that these kind of expression is shown in the Joseonized
skills with inlay that tried to imitate the skills of other countries.

Through these stages of acceptance, white porcelain with inlay has been developed
and a certain kind of Korean style materials and ways of expressions came out. Separated
branch design type began to show the mixture of tradition and imported factors and a
more pictorial and realistic face. Floral design with two lines type is seen on white
porcelain with inlay having fixed chronical data (#f¥}##+E%Z#}) and carved letter (£432),
the place where it was found is centered on Gyeonsang-do province (i) area and its
quality is soft quality white porcelain (#/Z F14%), different from the hard quality white
porcelain (fE (14i) made in Gwangju, Gyeonggi-do province, We can say that the time
is when the white porcelain kilns was already been changed into official kilns (F52£)
mainly producing the blue and white porcelain of Joseon Dynasty in Gwangju,
Gyeonggi-do province.

The white porcelain with inlay of Joseon Dynasty exhibited and improved the Korean
feature accepting the foreign factor and drafting it upon traditional technique in aspect of
the shape, the material of design: the style of expressions had the position of a class as
Joseon White Porcelain. Though white porcelain with inlay was on the decline and
disappeared due to the mass production of blue and white porcelain, we can find its
meaning in that it shows us the characteristics reflecting the tide of times, the conversion
from celadon centered age to white porcelain centered age among the various ceramics

appeared in the 15th century
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