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ABSTRACT

The Problem of the Main Statue of the Avatamska Order of
Wonhyo (i) Lineage and a Study on the Iron Virocana
Buddha Statue of Samhwasa (=£/1<) Temple

Moon Myung-dae

Studies were made in various aspects on the Iron Virocana Buddha Statue enshrined
in Samhwasa (=flI<F) Temple in Donghae (%), Gangwon province. As a result, a
number of important facts were retrieved as follows,

First, through the inscription, it was revealed that the main statue of Samhwasa
Temple is the Virocana Buddha with the abhaya-dana-mudra. Thus, Samhwasa Temple
is presumed to be the Buddhist Sect Temple of Avatamska order. Also, a figure related to
Kashkar of the Central Asia is presumed to have been involved in the introduction of this
Buddhiest sect. The iron Buddha statue of Samhwasa temple was made by Baek-baek-sa
(F11f1) Seok-seung-geo (F#fiifi), while Seok-cheong-muk (F#i2%) and Seok-seung-
do-ri (FEfE;EF]) were the sponsors, and Che-heo (#4F), father, Yeom-jak (&fF),
mother, sa-mi (74ff), and Geum-hae (4:fi#) were also involved in the production. Also,
Samhwasa Temple was established with the active sponsorship of King Taejo (iifl),
founder of Goryeo as part of his policy toward the eastern area. The letters on the mirror
are inscribed in reverse, and it would be proper to consider it expresses the truth or
symbol of Virocana Buddha.

Second, even though the iron Virocana Buddha statue of Samhwasa Temple has been
considerably damaged, the face and the upper part of the body maintain the orignal state.
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And it shows close relations with the iron Buddha statue known to have come from
Jeokjosa (Fi{lfii=F) temple site and the iron Bhaisajyaguru Buddha from Janggoksa (Jz%+
<) temple. It s one of the representative examples of the type of iron Buddha statue with
sturdy and tall body and elegant looking face.

Third, this iron Buddha statue, therefore, can be defined as an iron Virocana Buddha
statue presumed to have been established around 930 A D. Stylistically, it can be located
before the iron Buddha statue known to have come from Jeokjosa (i) Temple dated
around 937 A D, and iron Buddha statue from Mangisa (#77=5) Temple dated 942, and
after the iron Buddha statue in Gwangju and the iron Buddha statue presumed to have
come from Bowonsa (£7ifi=5) Temple site dated around 900 A D.

Lastly, the iron Buddha statue of Samhwasa Temple is the Virocana Buddha with the
abhaya-dana mudra. It must be focused as an important and precious material which
shows what the stylistic characteristics of the main statue of the Buddhist Sect of
Avatamska order of Wonhyo lineage are like. The iron Virocana Buddha statue is judged
as important work in the study of the history of Buddhist sculpture and the religion of
Silla,
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