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[ABSTRACT |

Eighteen Drawing Techniques and

the Figure Paintings of the Late Choson Period

Kim Seong-heui

A great deal of paintings are extant from the late Choson period (c. 1700-1850),
and they show diverse and creative painting-techniques. which are distinguishable
from those of other periods. In the figure painting of this period, eighteen drawing
techniques are discernible. A number of them are quite traditional. and tiexianmiao
i 1s one of them. Tiexianmiao in the late Choson period was based on the
traditional line-technique that had existed since the mid-Choson period, and on this
foundation, various individual styles were unfolded. Yousi tiexianmiao MERESHRE is
found in portrait paintings of the late Choson period with its characteristic,
thin-and-stiff lines with sharp angles. It was also employed in genre paintings in a
slightly different manner. On the other hand, it is hard to see the gaogu yousimiao
ki of the Li Gonglin style. Simultaneously, despite numerous accounts of Gu
Kaizhi since the early Choson period, it is difficult to find the gaogu yousimiao of the
Gu Kaozhi style in the figure paintings of this period. Dingtou shumimiao $T9ERZHS
was widely applied in the Daoist and Buddhist figure paintings of this period in close
association with the works of the mid-Choson period. The wide use of this technique
is comparable with the situation in figure paintings of the Zhe school of China, which
is closely related to the Daoist and Buddhist figure paintings of Choson. In an
eighteen-panel folding screen depicting Daoist immortals, Kim Hong-do combined the
method derived from the Zhe-school paintings of the mid-Choson period and closely
related to Wu Wei style with that derived from the Daoist and Buddhist figure
paintings of the mid-Choson period connected to Yuan and Ming paintings. In his
album of genre scenes we also find various techniques applied ranging from that used
by the Zhe-school painters of Ming to jianpimiao W& {requently used by Yangzhou-

school painters of Qing. Hunmiao i was often employed in genre paintings of this
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period. It was extensively used by Cho Yong-sok during the reign of Yongjo and by
Kim Hong-do during the reign of Chongjo. albeit in a different way.

It is notable that the techniques employed in the figure paintings of the late
Choson period reveal a close connection with to those of Yangzhou school of China.
Such painters as Sim Sa-jong, Kim Hong-do. Yi In-mun, Kim Ttk-sin, and Yi
Chae-gwan used jianpimiao combined with mogufa #&#: Min Chongs distinct
manner of realistically describing the facial expression with tokpil 758 are closely
related to the techniques applied in Daoist figure paintings of Kim Hong-do produced
in his later vears. Besides, his zhanpi shuiwenmiao &K also has to do with the
figure paintings of Huang Shen #fi. Likewise, the drawing methods of Yangzhou-

school painters were extensively employed during the late Choson period.
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