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(ABSTRACT)

The ‘Hwajon (painting basket)’ of the “Yuyeji (seeking
distraction Arts)” in S6 Yu-gu’'s IMWON KYONGJEJI
(Treatises on Rural Economy): A Nineteenth Century
Korean Scholar’s Interest in Chinese Painting and
Painting Theory

Y1 Song-mi

This paper analyzes the contents of the two “Hwajon(#%)” Books (& IV & V) of the
“Yuyeji (##E)" part in S6 Yu-gu's(#47% 1764-1845) IMWON KYONGJEJT (kI 575 &
Treatises on Rural Economy), an encyclopedic compilation which consists of 16 parts deal-
ing mostly with aspects of rural life, science and technology. This work is considered as
one of the most prominent scholarly products of the School of Practical Learning (&%) in
the late Choson period. While most of the 16 parts concern with practical affairs of life
such as farming, horticulture, textile manufacture, fishing, medicine, architecture, and as-
tronomy, there are also some parts which deal with the cultural life of a gentleman. The
“Yuyeji (XIII)” is one such part which takes its title from the passage in the BOOK OF
RITES (ji#3), “a gentleman relies on virtue, and seeks distraction in the arts (4: K72 if%
#2%).” A similar passage can be found in the ANALECTS of Confucius (&M= i 2E).

Chapter 1 is a short introductory chapter with a brief biographical note on S6 Yu-gu(#&xA
#5). This is followed by a review on the current state of scholarship on SO's works from

the art historical viewpoint. Despite the importance of many parts of the IMWON
KYONGJEJI as potential sources of information on the artistic life of the late Choson
period, the book has not yet received the attention it deserves by art historians.

Chapter 1I is a broad overview of how the theory and practice of Chinese painting were
received during the late Choson period (c. 1700-1850). First, it describes how Korean
painters of the 18th and early 19th centuries ernulated Chinese paintings in terms of both

the subject matter and composition. One of the first Chinese painting manuals to reach
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Korea was the KU-SHIH LI-TAI MING-JEN HUA-P'U (in short, KU-SHIH HUA-P'U ki
JC# k) by Ku Ping(Bi4%). Literary evidences indicate that the manual was brought to
Korea soon after its publication in 1603. Other painting manuals or publications which
served as sources of compositional types for Korean painters at this time include the
SHIH-CHU CHAI SHU-HUA P'U (+#rg#& &%, 1627), TANG-SHIH HUA-P'U (JF#%E
i 1573-1619), SHIH-CHU CHAI CH'IEN-P'U (+#r#%3£3#, 1644), and the CHIEH-TZU
YUAN HUA-CH'UAN (7T R4, 1679, 1701). By the late 18th century, numerous works
by Korean painters exhibited their indebtedness to the model paintings from the above

manuals, especially from the CHIEH-TZU YUAN HUA-CH'UAN.
In the latter part of the chapter, the writings on Chinese art by Korean literati painters

of the 18th and 19th centuries were examined. Their writings were mainly in the form of
colophons attached to the paintings they saw. Yun Tu-so(F=}#% 1688-1715)'s KIJOL (&
f1), Yi Ha-gon (Z=E 1677-1724)'s TUTACH'O (#Efg2L), Nam t'ae-ung (FFFME 1687-
1740)’s CH'ONGJUK MANROK (Z#47284%) are some of the 18th century literary works in
which one can glean the scope of knowledge and interest of Korean literati painters on Chi-
nese painting and calligraphy. By the end of the 18th century and the beginning of the 19th
century, the influx of Chinese paintings seems to have increased considerably. Collected
literary works of Korean scholars of this period tended to feature lengthy sections on Chi-
nese art. Nam Kong-ch'ol (BZ2v# 1760-1840)’s collected works, KUMRUNG JIP (%)
and Kim Chong-hti (£ 1F% 1786-1865)’s CH'USA JIP (k5 ) are the most representative
of such works,

In Chapter III-1 and III-2, the contents of S6 Yu-gu's, ‘Hwajon(Z&%)" were introduced
and analysed. It should be noted that the ‘Hwajon’ does not include So Yu- u’s original
writings on Chinese art. Instead, he put together quotations from other writers, most of
them Chinese, but including some Korean, to compile a systematic treatise on painting. So
Yu-gu’s references are listed chronologically in Appendix II of this paper with a short
remarks whenever deemed necessary. His references included not only the well-known
traditional works on painting but also many works which belong to other categories such as
collected writings or encyclopedic compilations. The analysis of the ‘Hwajon’ also includes
critical comments on So’s classification of the subject matters of painting and painting
techniques and his choice of certain reference materials and illustrations.

The synopsis of his ‘Hwajon’ are given on pp. 41~42, p. 46 & p.50 So0’s section headings
within each ‘Hwajon’ show that he tried to cover the widest possible area of inquiry into

the theory and practice of painting. The section headings of Book IV are as follows. 1)
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Introduction: 2) Composition; 3) Title; 4) Transmission Lineage; 5) Brush & Ink: 6)
Wash & Color: 7) Signature & Seal: 8) Figure; 9) Costumes: 10) Landscape; 11) Flower,
Fruit, Bird & Animal; 12) Boundary Painiting: and 13) Extraordinary techniques. Each
section 1s further subdivided to give full coverage of the subject. Many of the important
Chinese wrtings on art beginning from the KU-HUA P'IN-LU (& 58k c. 525) of the Six
Dynasties period and ending in the SHAN-CHING CHU-HUA-LUN (il #ff &, 1780) of
the Ch'ing period, and a few non-Chinese works such as the YUAN-CHING CHI (G##5:c)
by a Jesuit missionary Verdinandus Verbeist (i#{#1~) were extensively used to serve as
sources of what So had envisioned to be a comprehensive book on the theory and practice
of painting. Being a scholar of the School of Practical Learning, So included a section on
Western art for which he borrowed a passage from the famous travel diary, YOLHA ILGI
(#hl HEC, 1780) by Pak Chi-won (#Mitii), a Korean scholar of the Northern Learning (4t
FLIR, a branch of the School of Practical Learning) who visited the Ch'ing capital Yen-
ching Iand recored his impression of the illusionistic ceiling decoration of the Catholic

church in the city.
Book V, ‘Hwajon: Prunus, Bamboo and Orchid’ also begins with a general introduction in

which theoretical background of the “three gentlemen” is expounded. Each of the “three
gentlemen” sections is accompanied by not only the verbal instructions on how to paint,
but also abundant illustrations taken mostly from the early 17th century encyclopedia,
SAN-TS’AI TU-HUI (=F[E&).

In the concluding Chapter 1V, characteristics of the two ‘Hwajon’ Books are summarized
in the following three points.

1) So Yu-gu's ‘Hwajon’ of 220 pages serves as the theory, history, and instruction book
on painting. Although they are not his original writings, he edited them with a unique view
to how such a work should be organized in order to present the theory and practice of
painting most effectively while at the same time covering all the important issues and
points concerning painting. Most of the Ming and Ch’ing works from which S0 extracted
many sections are not as comprehensive as his ‘Hwajon perhaps with the exception of
Shen Tsung-ch'ien(7t:7%§)’'s CHIEH-CHOU-HSUEH HUA-PIEN (Fft#E45  1781)
which apparently was not known to So as it was not included in any collectenea of the
Ch’ing period.

2) The fact that So himself was not a painter seems to have determined the character of
the ‘Hwajon to lean more toward theory than to practical guide to painting. The ‘Hwajon
includes only the illustrations for the “three gentlemen”, and not for any other subject

matter. Although the list of So’s bibliography does not include the painting manual,
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CHIEH-TZU-YAN HUA-CH'UAN (7~ r-[#®1{4), it is hard to imagine that the manual was
not known to him. Therefore the omission of the chrysanthemum from the “four
gentlemen” and the exclusion of illustrations for other subject matters are attributable to
his relative lack of interest in actual painiting,.

3) If the Chinese painting manuals or the model books that came to Korea in the 17th
and 18th century served as guide books for Korean painters of both the professional and
literati camps, S6 Yu-gu's ‘Hwajon’ was aimed at providing the cultured public a
comprehensive knowledge on the historical development of Chinese painting theory and
just enough practical guide to painting. The inclusion of some non-Chinese writings shows
his desider to be up-to-date in the matters of new painting techniques.

[t seems that as a result of an increased cultural contact with the Ch'ing court in the
19th century and the resultant increase of Chinese paintings availabe in Korea at that time,
there arose a need for a comprehensive work on the theory of painting to satisfy Korean
intellectuals’ quest for knowledge on Chinese painting and painting theory. The continued
vogue of literati painting or the Southern School painting (#5553 ) in the 19th century also
seems to have served as the contributing factor for So Yu-gu's ‘Hwajon’ as well as for

other compilations,
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