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(ABSTRACT)

Tung Ch’i-ch’ang and the Artists’ World of the Late

Choson Period Han Jung-hee

Due to the geographical proximity of the two countries, Korea has long had a close relationship
with China. When Tung Ch’ i-ch’ ang #H:5 (1555-1636) was famous for his calligraphy and
painting in the late Ming dynasty, Korean envoys of the Choson #jfé dynasty tried to obtain
his works of art. Therefore, it is quite natural that his fame as a great calligrapher, painter and
theorist was already known to Korean intellectuals in the early seventeenth century.

It was in the eighteenth century, however, that Korean artists began to imitate Tung’s style
in their works of painting and calligraphy. His unique theory of art also began to appear in the
writings of Korean scholar-painters, An important aspect of his legacy is that his style was
favored by artists who were involved in two significant fields of art : Chingyong sansu (& 5%
7K, True-view landscape) and literati style. Chong Son &(#%(1676-1759), a forerunner of Chin-
gyong Sansu, and Kang Se-hwang #4#%(1713-1791), a famous scholar-painter, are good
examples of this movement.

Through the endeavors of these two masters, the style of Tung’s art rapidly permeated the
Korean art world. It is not difficult, therfore, to find the name of Tung Ch'i-ch’ang in the
writings of Korean scholars of the time. The main source of his paintings and calligraphy were
Korean envoys to Beijing. Most his works which were brought to Korea, however, were imita-
tions. By the nineteenth century, the authority of Tung was completely established. His
writings were used as inscriptions on paintings and his works of art were loved by both collec-
tors and artists. Compared with other Chinese artists, Tung was more beloved artist in the
Korean art world. The prevalence of the literati style in the late Choson dynasty could not be

explained without consideration of Tung Ch'i-ch’ ang.
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