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[ABSTRACT]

The Lohan Images of Yen-hsia Grotto at Hangchou
Songeun Choe

During the Five Dynasties and Ten Kingdoms period of the tenth century in China, the state of Wu
Yiieh(in the present day Chekiang) fervently supported Buddhism. This paper explores the iconographic
and stylistic aspects of the Lohan images of the Yen-hsia grotto at Hangchou, the old capital of Wu
Yiieh. From the Record of Lin-an during the Hsien-shun era(Hsien shun lin-an chih) and the Record
of Inscriptions on Stone and Bronze in the Two Che(Liang Che chin shih chih), it is assumed that the
Lohan images of Yen-hsia grotto were carved sometime before 960 in the reign of Ch’ien Hung-shu
and that the execution of this grotto is not only linked to the members of the royal family but also to
many other officials of Wu Yueh.

This paper concludes that the Lohan images of this cave were originally made as a set of eighteen
Lohans and touches on the following points: 1. The Liang-che-chin-shih-chih details a legendary story
about the Eighteen Lohans of Yen-hsia grotto. 2. A file with a Lohan image and inscription unearthed
at the site of Lai-feng t'a supports the likelihood of a Eighteen Lohan cult during the reign of Ch’ien
Hung-shu. 3. There are two empty spaces in the cave where lohan images could have been placed. 4.
The Eighteen Lohans of the Ch'ing-lin grotto and Yiju grotto at Fei-lai feng, Hangchou, dating from
the early 11th century suggest that the cult of the Eighteen Lohan began in the Wu Yueh region prob-
ably during Ch'ien Hung-shu’s reign. 5. Although the Eighteen Lohan cult seems to have been a local
cult in the tenth century, it spread to other region in the Northem Sung period.

Stylistically the Lohan images of Yen-hsia grotto demonstrate the intermediary role played by Five
Dynasties sculpture between the T'ang and Sung periods. They bridge the late ninth-century tradition of
T’ang which is characterized by a humanistic realism that imitates the actual presence of contemporary
people and the 11th-century tradition of Liao and Sung which is characterized by an excessive realism

that goes beyond visul reality.
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