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[ABSTRACT]

A Study on Korean and Japanese Buddhist Banners

Yim Yong-ae

This is the second part of a Two-Part study of the evolution of Buddhist banners in
India, Central Asia, China, Korea and Japan. It covers Korea and Japan while Part |
dealt with the definition and origin of the Buddhist banner as well as the stylistic change in
Central Asia and Chinese Buddhist banners. Part | was published in No. 189 of the
KOREAN JOURNAL OF ART HISTORY.

Section [ of this paper deals with ancient Korean banners depicted on wall paintings and on the
main trunk of Buddhist stupas(f44). It also examines briefly historical materials related to Buddhist
banners.

Section [ deals with the banner in pre-history Japan and also with the Buddhist banners preserved
in the Shessin(1E&fi) and in the Horyaji Temple(if:F# ).

Section Il attemps to reconstruct the history of the banner in the Unified Silla period based on the
findings in section I and II.

In writing this paper, | have confronted many difficulties because while it was very easy to find
Chinese banners at Dunhuang($%/5) and the Japanese banners at the Shosoin, and at the Horygji
Temple, there are no intact Korean banners extant before the Choson period. Fortunately, I was able to
locate a fragmentary banner of the Unified Silla period at the Eifukuji Temple(#Zig ) in Osaka. On
this fragment there is a seven-character inscription stating that the banner was presented [to Japan] by
Silla(#r##EEL |- 20%). This fragment appears to date to the early Unified Silla on the basis of its
decoration as well as embroidery technique. It is decorated with pearl roundels(iti# ) and monster
masks( % Mfj) and embroidered in chain stitch(#itidi). This fragment is of special value to the study of
Korean banners because the monster mask is a motif not found in the banners of China and Japan.
Furthermore, we can assume that many banners were produced in the Unified Silla period since the
technical expertise to weave them existed and the poles(ii#i’=) and stone columns(liE*E 4 ff) from
which they were flown are still extant. Finally, as a result of stylistic analysis of Chinese and Japanese
banners, | have tentatively concluded that those of the Unified Silla differ in having a large knot(ifi %)

on each side of the main part instead of the flange arms(i#% T-) found in the basic Tang banner.
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