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(ABSTRACT)

A Study on the Stylistic Changes in Ancient Chinese
Buddhist Banner

Yim Yong-ae

This is Part I of the Two-Part study on the evolution of buddhist banners in India, Central Asia,
China, Korea and Japan: Part I covers India, Central Asia and China while Part II deals with Korea

and Japan. Part II will appear in No. 190 of KOREAN JOURNAL OF ART HISTORY.

In ancient India a flag(#) was used to symbolize victory in a battlefield. This symbolic function
of the flag was transmitted in the Buddhist banner (pataka, #)which was then used to expel demons
from the Bodhimandala (;&#). Later, the banner was widly used to mark the location of the temple.
Banners are also used to glorify and adorn the Buddha or boddhisattva images in the temple halls.

In Chapter I, a definition of the Buddhist banner was given as explained in various Buddhist
sutras. tang (dhvaja, 1) or tangfan (&%) seems to designate the flag or banner hung between the two
stone pillars (i#%=374F) standing usually at the entrance of a temple, fan (1) seems to be an all in-
clusive generic term to designate all kinds of banner or flag used in Buddhist temple for decoative
or ritualistic purposes,

In Chapter II, the origin of the Buddhist banner and evolution of its format in India and Central
Asia have been examined through representations of banners in wall paintings and relief
decorations.

At first, it was common in India to hang a long rectangular piece of texile from the top of a
stupa. It was gradually changed to an isosceles triangle form. About the fourth-century AD, a
swallow-tailed banner appeared in Central Asia. |

Chapter III deals with the formation of Chinese Buddhist banner format from the 7th to the 9th
century. It seems that the swallow-tailed format of Central Asian banner was imported to China
during the Northern Wei(dt##) period and has been combined with the existing format of the
Chinese secular banner to form a distinctive Buddhist banner of the T'ang Dynasty called f'ang-fan
(EE% ). The T'ang banner is characterized with its complicated format complete with ‘head(1%3)’
‘arms (#%F)’ ‘body (&%)’ and ‘legs(#&/E )’ With a minor change, this format lasted for nearly 300
years until the Sung Dynasty.
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