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(ABSTRACT)

Eight Steeds (/\E&[El) in the National Museum of Korea

Chong Byong-mo *

In the National Museum of Korea, there is an eight-leaf album of horse painting entitled
Eight Steeds attributed to Yun Tu-so (F*=}##). The subject matter of this album is the Eight
Steeds of King T aejo(AiH/\UERME ). It was believed that the eight horses made contribution to
the founding of Choson by the will of Heaven. This album painting is said to have based on
the handscroll painting of the same theme by An Kyon(ZZ® ) in 1446. From thr inscription
written by King Sukjong(#5%) at the left of this album, we learn that Eight Steeds of Chao
Meng-fu(###) which Sukjong had obtained one day reminded him of the handscroll by
An Kyon lost during military disaster, and he orderd an academic painter to reproduce it in
1705.

The story of the Eight Steeds of King T’aejo took its shape in Chapter 61 of the Yongbiich'onga
(BEMR#IXTK) in which the legitimacy of the founding of the Choson Dynasty was
emphasized. This painting was modelled after Six Steeds of Tang T ai-tsung(JERT/NERE), a
series of 6 stone-relief sculpture still in existence(2 in the University of Pennsylvania Mu-
seum, 4 in the Shensi Museum). An Kyon'’s painting presumably served as a model for the
Twelve Steeds of King Sejo (H#i-+_E2E) in 1463.

The style of the horse painting of Chosén may be classified largely into two:(1) the de-
piction of domestic breed usually done in ink line and light shade and preferred by literati
painters of the the 16th and 17th century. (2) the depiction of Chinese breed usually in the
style of Chao Meng-fu's horse painting which is drawn with fine outlines and color with
shading. This album is painted in the latter style. But unlike the typical Chinese tradition
of steed painting, the horses of this album were dipicted not in strict profile but in free
poses in bucolic setting which was depicted with the delicate lines. Horse paintings in this
manner was popular during the late 17th and early 18th century among scholar painters and

academic painter. Yun Tu-s6 was especially famous for the steed painting, and for this

* Chong Pyong-mo is a doctral student in Dept. of Art History, Dongguk University.
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reason, the album of Eight Steeds has been attributed to him. But we find by the inscription
of King Sukjong that this album was painted by an academic painter, not Yun Tu-so.

In this paper, the writer attempted to establish a line of development of steed painting in
the early Choson period from the now lost painting by An Kyon, to the Twelve Steeds of King
Sejo, and finally to the album of Eight Steeds by an academic painter. This album painting

succeeded to the tradition of steed painting about 260 years since 1446 and implied the

style changes during that time,
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