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[ABSTRACT]

The Change of Style in Porcelain from Punwon

during the First Half of the 17th Century

Chang, Ki-hoon

This paper examines the change of style in porcelain and the external factors for
the change during the first half of the 17th century in Choson dynasty. During this
period, the official kilns moved approximately four times within the Kwangju (&M
area in Kyonggi Province, from Tanbol-ri (REE, 1606-11) to Hakdongri (EBRE, 1613-17),
Sanglim-ri (FFRE, 1631-36), and finally to Sondong-ri(iliEE, 1640-49).

In analyzing broken sherds of porcelain collected at these kiln sites, we find
distinct features and the evolution of styles. The main features are summarized as the
appearance of the white porcelain inscribed with cyclical year and those painted with
iron-black pigment and the gradual replacement of clay ball by sand for the base
support of porcelain. In addition, there was a change in types an shapes: bowls and
dishes with the round intaglio design on the inside bottom disappeared, and
outward-bent rim alternated with upright rim.

The porcelain of the first half of the 17th century shows two styles. One is the early
Choson-dynasty style influenced by the Ming China wares, and another is a new style
that appeared around 1630 while the Sanglim-ri kiln was active. This new style
emerged as indigenous development in the craft of Choson dynasty adopting the form
of high-quality brass-wares and the technique of mass-producing provincial Kkilns.
With the emerging of a new style during the 17th century, we can characterize the middle
of the 17th century as the middle period of the Choson porcelain style. With this conclusion,
we can suppose that this change was not related to the Hideyoshi Invasion (1592-98),

but reflects the process of improvement and reorganization.
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