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[ABSTRACT]

A Study of the Sculptural Representations of Hell

at Baodingshan Cave Temple in Dazu

Kim, Jung-hee

This article examines the sculptural representations of hell at Baodingshan (FIHL)
Cave Temple in the Dazu district in Sichuan Province, China. The Baodingshan
Cave has been a focus of much attention for a long time for abundant carvings of
Buddhist, Confucian, and Daoist subjects from the Tang to the Song dynasty. The
representation of hell from the Southern Song dynasty in the height of 14m and the width
of 20m is located in the 12th niche of the Great Buddha Bay (kffi#) at Baodingshan
Cave near Ta river. The four-tiered scenes in this carving are based on the belief of
hell in the Southern Song dynasty, and are identical in form with the pictorial
illustrations of the Ten Kings of Hell of the same period. Therefore, they are essential
materials for understanding Chinese belief of hell in this period. It is notable furthermore
that the scenes of the Ten Kings of Hell at Baodingshan cave are identical with the
depictions of the same subject in Korea. Although it has been presumed that the
representations of hell in China had some impact on the formation of the belief of the Ten
Kings of Hell in Korea, there has been little research on their relationship.

This article starts with exploring the origin and development of the depictions of hell in
both painting and sculpture. This is followed by the examination of the examples in China,
which were profusely produced beginning in the Six Dynasties period. Buddhism and
Buddhist art in the Sichuan area is considered for understanding the background for the
creations at Baodingshan. The structure and content of the depictions in Baodingshan
Cave and the textual sources for the visual images is another importatn concern in this
discussion. Finally, the possible influences of the example in Baodingshan Cave on Korean
paintings of the Ten King of Hell is discussed.

The depictions of hell in Baodingshan Cave is considered as a condensation of Buddhist

belief of the netherworld vividly illustrating the Ten Kings of Hell and judging the deceased
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and 18 narakas where they receive due punishment. Because the patron of this cave, Zhao
Zhifeng GH%E), was an Esoteric Buddhist, one may have the impression that this carving
was also founded on Esoteric Buddhist doctrines. However, except for the detail in which
Ksitigarbha wears a crown as described in an Esoteric Buddhist scripture, it seems more
likely that it was based on a variety of Buddhist texts, The scenes of the judgment of the
deceased in the third tier is based on Yuxiu shiwang shengqijing (TEE+EELR),
which is known to be the work of Cangchuan (#)JI1l). a Buddhist monk of Dashengzusi
(KEE%SF) in the Tang dynasty: the hell scenes in the first and second tiers are based on a
variety of contemporary popular Buddhist texts such as Dafangguang huayen shiepinjing
(KRB, Dicangpusha shizhairi (WEE#E+EH), Dasheng sizhairi (KIEIURE
H), Hukoujing (#1#¥), Huaxianjing (ZE#E), Chuyaojing (H1##). Therefore, these
scenes of hell reflect various features of Buddhism in the Sichuan area of the period, and,
at the same time, vividly illustrate the notion of hell and the life of the people during the
Southern Song dynasty through visual images.

In addition, the depictions of hell at Baodingshan Cave is important in bringing to light
the origin of the Korean paintings of the Ten Kings of Hell, whose iconographical source is
not known clearly yet. The earliest extant example in Korea is a famous print dated 1529
included in Foshuo baguanzhaijjie mimi giusheng zhengtuxinyao (it \BIEERARE R A 1510
%) published at Mansuam (E3M) in Kwangyang, the Chollanam-do province. The fact
that this print is basically identical to the depictions at Baodingshan Cave leads us to
believe that the concept of hell current in the Southern Song dynasty already spread to
Korea at the latest by the 16th century through the cultural exchange between Koryo and
Song China. In this process, the iconography of the Ten Kings of Hell, essentially identical
to the depictions of Baodingshan Cave, was established during the late Choson dynasty and

used consistently ever since.
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