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' ABSTRACT |

The Jury of the Choson Art Exhibition and its Impact

on Korean Painting during the Japanese Colonial Period
Chung, Ho-jin

The Choson Art Exhibition was held as one of cultural apparatuses for colonial rule
during the Japanese occupation in Korea. Among various elements in the operation of
the Exhibition, the most conspicuous one that typically reflects the political intent of the
Japanese imperialist policy is the composition of the jury selected by the colonial
government. The Japanese imperialist effectively subjugated nationalism among Koreans
through this institution, and drove forward powerfully to subordinate the Korean art
circle to that of the Japanese. In order to implant the conservative academic painting
style of Japan in Korea, they entrusted the task of judging for the competition to the
artists who belonged to the orthodox group in Japan, and this resulted in Korean artists
ardently pursuing Japanese academism.

The Japanese jury for the Exhibition had considerable impact on Korean artists by
their works as well as their comments. They judged the works presented to the
Exhibition with highly political considerations, and forced implicitly the competitors to
consult the jury’s criterions. Emphasizing the superiority of Japanese art. they
deliberately underestimated Korean culture. They insisted that the art of Choson would
make a better progress under the guidance of the Japanese art circle and through the
annexation of Korea to Japan.

Under this policy, Korean artists. aiming to win the competition for their personal
honor and financial gains, followed the Japanese painting style without critical
judgement. Their works clearly reflect the taste and ideas of the Japanese jury involved
in the event. The Choson Art Exhibition thus made enormous impact in widely diffusing
the Japanese style not only in techniques but also in subject matters in the Korean art

circle during the Japanese colonial period.
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