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|ABSTRACT

A Study of Punch’éng Vessels Used on Killye (i)
in the First Half of the Choson Dynasty :

with Special Emphasis on the Finds from Ch'unghyo-dong Kiln Site
Chung, So-ra

This study examines characteristics and changes shown in Punchong ritual vessels used
in sacrificial rites of the state in the first half of the Choson dynasty, with particular
emphasis on the wares from Ch'unghyo-dong (G&2£) kiln site.

Killye (:51) comes in the first of the Five Principal Rites held by the state. Therefore,
the Choson dynasty, which adopted confucianism as its state ideology, tried to maintain
the social order by this ritual. The Orveri (Fiig#) of the Sejong sillok MSEEH), published
in 1454, has detailed prescriptions about the five rites which include the comment on the
shape and materials of the vessels used in those rituals, and such regulations prevented
the practice from being unwittingly subject to any arbitrary changes.

According to the Sejong Sillok Oryeiii, some twenty sacrificial rites are described in
three categories: the Large Sacrifices (Kit), the Medium Sacrifices (Hiit)), and the Small
Sacrifices (/INit). About 30 different types of ritual vessels used for Killve. They were
required to be made of copper, and there were no ceramics. Fach sacrifice used different
vessels in kinds and number. An important sacrifice of large scale used all kinds of
vessels, and their total number reached 80, whereas relatively less important sacrifice of
small scale used only 8 kinds, which counted 10 or so in number. Ritual vessels for Killye
were different from wares for daily use, but had the same shape and design as the vessels
described in the Daimingjili (KM%, and this means they were based on the Chinese
ritual vessels.

The advent of ceramic wares in these rites was due to the shortage of copper. The
supply of copper was not so stable from the beginning of the Choson dynasty because it
was highly demanded for the manufacturing of arms and Buddhist utensils as well as the

general preference for brass wares among common people. Particularly during the 15th
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century, the policy of common circulation of copper coins caused the shortage of supply for
ritual vessels. Under these circumstances, ceramic wares were thought to be a good
substitute for copper wares. Thus punch ong wares, which highly flourished in this period,
became widely used for the ritual vessels for Killye. from sacrifices of the royal family to
small-scale sacrifices performed by local communities. Extant ceramic vessels. however,
are generally the same kind as the brass vessels used in less important sacrifices of small
scale, and indicate that punchong ritual vessels were rarely used for important and
large-scale sacrifices.

According to the Sejong sillok orveiii, the later version of the Yeso (&) and the
[Mustrated Book of Ritual Vessels CEZslElf##H). the ritual vessels for Ajllye should have,
in principle. fixed shapes and designs. which should not be changeable through time. But
the analysis of extant examples of punch ong ritual vessels shows that they changed with
time. Based on shapes. design and decoration techniques, the aspects of the changes can
be divided into three phases. The vessels of the first phase (1420-1450), faithfully follows
the ritual vessels for Killye in the Sejong Sillok Oryeti. Therefore, its shape and design
were what would have been more suitable to the brass wares: for example, the white inlay
technique was used uniquely for decoration. But such characteristics associated with the
brass wares began to disappear in the second phase, (1450-1470), and finally came to have
looks clearly distinguishable from the vessels of the Sejong sillok oreyiii. The vessels of
the last phase (1470-1540) finally got the general characteristics of punch'ong wares
particularly in decoration technique, and they were far removed from those described in
the Sejong sillok oreyiii.. Such a change is believed to be due to the relaxation of
restrictions, as the use of punchong wares was gradually moved from the sacrifices of the
state to those of local communities.

As demonstrated here, contrary to the other ritual vessels., punchong wares for Killye
changed in both shape and design, and consequently transformed itself towards combining
the characteristics of normal punch ong wares and ritual vessels. From the fact that such
a change in punchong ritual vessels paralleled with the change of ordinary punchong
wares, we can confirm that the mainstream of ritual vessels also corresponded to that of
ceramics in general.

A fundamental questions remains why changes in ritual vessels for Aillve. normally

subjected to strict regulations, was possible, and it will require further explorations in the
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future. I believe, however, that the arguments in this study has provided some basis idea
for understanding ritual vessels of the Choson dynasty as well as ceramic ritual vessels.
By understanding various aspects of ceramics, this will ultimately contribute to broadening

the horizon of the study of ceramics.
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