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[ABSTRACT]

The Background for the Archaism
in Zhao Meng-fu's Early Paintings (1286-1299)

Kim Wool-lim

This paper is a research on early paintings of Zhao Meng-fu(#i & 1254-1322) and its
background.

It seems that his theory of 'archaistic revival of old styles(gu-yi #&)' was influenced
by the revivalism in literature in Southern Song(nan-song F°K) period. There was already
a drive toward revivalism in literature. It was strongly developed by the Neo-Confucian(H
f#E) scholars, like Zhu Xi(%# 1130-1200), Zhen De-xiu(E#7% 1178-1235) in Southern
Song period. It seems that Zhao Meng-fu had also agreed with their view to some extent.
Considering that his scholarship was formed through learning Liang-zhai school( 2 ZE )
and Shuang-feng school(# %K) we can naturally assume that he had complete
knowledge about the Neo-Confucianism in Southern Song period. In chapter II, his theory
of archaistic revival of old styles is examined from the viewpoint of spreading of
revivalism in literature in Southern Song period.

It is significant to note that he, as a connoisseur, had highly praised some paintings of
emperor Hui-zong(# %% reign 1100-1125), Zhao Bo-su(#{i18# 1124-1182), and Zhao
Meng-jian(## 5 1199-1264) who belonged to imperial court house which Zhao Meng-fu
also belonged. This was due to the fact that his discerning eye for antiquity was formed
and developed under the influences of family collections which was handed down from the
Song imperial court. In chaper III, writer examines the possibility that Zhao Ju-po(%##§
), who appeared in Yun-yin guo yan [u(EE@EE#) written by Zhou Mi(E# 1232-1298),
was actually Zhao Yu-yin(#HES 1213-1265), the father of Zhao Meng-fu. Writer also
examines how the collection of Zhao Yu-yin had influenced Zhao Meng-fu's early
paintings and his discerning eye for antiquity during the northern China(hua-bei #dt)
period(1286-1295).
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Considering his family background, the paintings in his early years can be interpreted as
the adoption and the transformation of archaistic paintings with blue-and-green manner(#F
#H:R) which showed the influences of paintings of the Song court house in 12th centur:.
In the development of his early paintings, the blue-and-green manner of landscape was
introduced with The Mind Landscape of Xie You-yu(@%hE m%%#). It is characteristic for
Zhao Meng-fu to fill the picture with noble and secret mood and to depict objects with
rhythmical drawing and sensitive coloring. This blue-and-green manner, which was
introduced with The Mind Landscape of Xie You-yu, was transformed by absorbing the
Li-Guo tradition(Z%K) in River Village: The Pleasures of Fishing({L¥{#%[&]), and by
accepting the motifs of Southern Song paintings in Small Self-portrait( 1 %/M%). However,
the turning point where he began to show his own style was in Autumn Colors on the
Que and Hua Mountains(S8#EFK(R). He was not bound by the old rule of
blue-and-green manner of painting. Rather he adopted positively Dong-Ju tradition(FE {),
thus he showed the prototype for new style of paintings in his middle years. Although
(ear and Distant View o Wu-xing(lREEEE) is bound in the category of old
blue-and-green manner, it can be placed in a special position because it has the same
fresh mood exuded in Autumn Colors on the Que and Hua Mountains.

After 1299, his paintings were revolutionized by the scholar-amateur painting style(3ZA
#FHHR) in Northern Song(bei-song 1tK) . However The Red-robed Foreign Monk(#1.4&x#
#[®) in 1304, verifies the fact that paintings of old blue-and-green manner were
persistently produced during the middle years of Zhao Meng-fu, in which new
ink-monochrome painting(/Kz&#) was introduced and showed his creativity in paintings. In
chapter IV, these works before his middle years are examined from the viewpoint of

adoption and transformation of archaistic blue-and-green manner of mid-Song court

paintings.
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