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[ABSTRACT]

A Study of the Representations of the Four Heavenly Kings
in the Unified Silla Dynasty

Shim, Young-shin

During the late 7th century a new style emerged in Korean Buddhist sculpture with the
advent of foreign influence from diverse sources such as India, Central Asia and China.
Beginning in this period, the figures of the Four Heavenly Kings -Four LOKAPALAS -
took the shape of wearing an armor and holding weapons such as a sword, spear,
thunderbolt and stupa. The similar types were also found both in China and Japan during
this period, and this indicates the prevalence of these types throughout East Asia. The
statues of the Four Heavenly Kings were made based on the textual sources and
iconographic types introduced from China and gradually took on distinctive forms in Silla.
They also showed the perfection of a distinctive style with exquisite modelling. The Four
Heavenly Kings are originally the deities who protect Buddhist religion in Buddhist
cosmology, but they were later established in Silla as the guardians of the nation. Beliefs
in them prevailed in Silla due to the desire to protect the country with help of Buddhist
deities in this period.

This study will examine the basic stylistic and iconographic features of the Four
Heavenly King figures in the Unified Silla period. The major examples include terracotta
reliefs from Sach’onwang-sa(P4 kL7, founded in 679), reliquary figures from Kamun-sa
(BB founded in 682), and stone reliefs inside Sokkuram(f1EfE, late 8th century). They
are characterized by well-proportioned body, balanced posture, delicate expressions in facial
features and various details of clothing. They also exhibit that there were active
international contacts between Silla, and China and Japan during the late 7th century and
the middle of the 8th century. Particularly they are comparable with Chinese examples
from Zhangan(2%) and Loyang(#F%) and those in Donhuang(#/%) and Longmen(fEF)

caves.
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