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[ABSTRACT]

A Study of the Hwawon Peolchip Album

Lee Won-bok

Kim Kwang-kuk(1727~7), a connoisseur and wealthy man, collected paintings and
combined them into Hwawon Peolchip "#E 3154, (Masterpieces of Choson period Painting
School) which is the representative painting album of Chosdn period. This album is a
collection of The National Museum of Korea. Prior to this, Kim Kwang-kuk assembled
another album named Seoknong Hwawon "#E%5,. The leaves of this album have been
separated, but most of them are at the Kansong Art Museum, and I have discovered that

10 leaves are owned by private collectors. These two albums can be considered as the

most important in studying the painting history of Chosgn period.

Hwawon Peolchip is composed of 81 leaves of paintings and calligraphies. A
well-known Choson period calligrapher Yu Han-ji(1760~7?) wrote the title, and an
anonymous official wrote the names of the painters and titles of their works in calligraphic
style. The first painting in the album is King Seon-jo’s(1552~1608) “Bamboos” in ink
and on the following leaf is Yun Doo-seo’s(1668~1715) “Review on Paintings” and
“Hong Deog-gu’s Painting Theory”. A famous Chinese painter of Ming Dynasty Tong
Chi-chang’s(1555~1636) landscape paintings and Koryo period King Kong-min’s(1330~
1374) “Hunting Scene” appear in the album. Other works of Chosdn period artists appear

in chronological order.

For early Chosdn period, 5 paintings of Kang Hee-an(1417~1464) and four other
painters, and for mid Chosdn, 30 paintings of Kim Si(1524~1593) and 21 painters, for
late Choson, 33 works of Yun Doo-seo, Kim Kwang—kuk and other 26 painters, and for
the end period of Choson Dynasty, 5 works of 5 painters of Chinese Ching Dynasty are
recorded. However, presently, among the Chinese paintings, 3 pieces are missing
including that of Tong Chi-chang, and one piece not in the list is included adding up to
79 works in all.
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This album is outstanding in the number of works collected not to mention their
quality, and is one album which is formally well organized which shows the noble
personality and appreciative eye for art of the collector. Furthermore, though few in
number, the paintings in the album are mostly the masterpieces of the painters such as
Kang Hee-an, Lee Sang-jwa and Lee Jeong-geun. Another significance of this album is
that some of the painters started to be appreciated through their works in the album, and
they are King Seon-jo, Yun Jeong-rib, Lee Sa-ho, Shin Sae-rim, Kim Lee-seong Kim
Jo-soon, and especially Yun Yang-geon for 4 pieces of his works are included in the
album. Finally, the album covers all the fields of the traditional paintings of landscape,

four generous plants, animals, hermits, insects and flowers.
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