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[ABSTRACT]

The Iconographic Origin and Development
of the Eight Scenes from the Buddha's Life in Chostn Period

Lee Young-jong

The illustration of the life of Buddha was an important theme in Buddhist art from early
periods. Particulary the themes of ‘eight scenes’ (/\4i]) originated in the tradition of the eight
great miracles and legendary performed at the famous pilgrims’ sites of Indian Buddhism.

In Chinese Buddhist literature, it seems that the term, ‘eight scenes’ began to appear
in the middle of six century AD as we see in Ssu chiao i (WU#(#%), Miao fa lien hua
ching hsuan i (Wouiskidets &4%) and Wu liang shou ching i shu ({5 & #4<54%) which was
written by Chinese Mahayanists. The contents of these texts mainly include the episodes
performed before ‘the First Sermon’ (#Jiii/##) at Sarnath, while in Indian sculpture the
latter part of it is primarily described. Even though ‘the painting of the eight scenes’ (/\A(]
&) was not developed into an independent division of the Buddhist painting in China, the
iconographies of eight scenes heavily influenced Buddhist painting of Korea and Japan
through the woodblock prints as Kuo chu hsien tsai yin kuo ching GHZEIERARER) and
Shih shih yiian liu ying hua shih chi (BeICU5GiiE(LE%). In these iconographic composition
and details in three countries, we can explicitly see their own characterristic features mixed
with peculiar culture.

In Korea, eight scenes generally refer to: () the Descent from Tusita Heaven (37%
s fH), @ the Birth in the Lumbini Garden (BEERE44H), 3 Four Encounters through the
Four Gates (V4f9ifziifE), @ the Great Departure (fiiii%4H), & the Life of Austerities
E{&EH), G the Attack of Mara (15 F[&EsH), (@ the First Sermon at Sarnath (s
5D, the Great Nirvana in the Sala Grove (##kiE4%4d). These difinition and
iconographies were first identified in Seok p’ou sang jeol (BE7l7%&i) in 1447 and handed
down by the end of Choson period.
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According to the detailed content of about 20 P'alsangdoes, paintings of the eight
scenes (/\flii]) in Choson period, they can be largely classified into two different types:
One is the symbolistic composition which was described in the woodblock prints of Seok
p'ou sang jeol (EE;ii tEi) or Wall in seok p’ou (J1FEIEE:). The other is the descriptive
composition described in most paintings after eighteenth century. Even though the main
theme and the eight titles of the first type were succeeded to those of the second, there
are many differences. Above all, in the second type, a number of episodes which originate
to Shih shih yian liv ying hua shih chi (2KIR7FELSHE) introduced from Ming dynasty
in seventeenth century are illustrated around the main theme of the first type. In spite of
various iconographies of the text, however, it seems that the added iconographies are
accepted and performed strictly by its content. We can see the beginning of this type on
the paintings of Unhtingsa (Z£5{75) and Songkwangsa temple (f4%F) and it lasted by the
end of Choson period.

Compared to the paintings of China and Japan, P’alsangdo in Chostn period has
different characteristics as followings: First, it was well developed into an independent
genre of Buddhist painting differently from China. Especially, the main themes of eight
titles were consistant from early to end of Chosgn period. Second, the iconographies were
not effected by Chinese’ but created on the basis of tradition through frontispiece of
Sutras (#&##fd) of Korea dynasty. And these were transmitted to latter period by the
woodblock prints such as Seok p’ou sang jeol (F2z:z:&l) or Wall in seok p’ou (A FIFE:L).
Third, differently from India, China and Japan, the concept of ‘eight scenes’ was difined
and characterized in Korea. It seems thst it has its origin in Che kia jou lai tch’eng tao
ki tchou (EEminsKniEis) annotated in early Sung dynasty in China and fixed to the
eight titles of P’alsangdos in Korea. Finally, as you know many Japanese scholars
suggested that there was similarity and simplicity of iconography in Korean Buddhist
paintings. However it is now to be revised and reinterpreted since Korean craftsmen firmly

tried to stick to their own traditions.
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