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[ ABSTRACT]

The Influence of Silla on the Buddha Images
of the Hakuho Period of Japan

Kim, Young-ae

The 7th and 8th centuries are generally regarded as the period of an internatinol
style in East Asian sculpture. In Japanese art in particular, however, there has been
constant difference in opinion regarding the definition of the second half of the 7th
century. In early this century, Sekino Dadasi {51 gave this period a particular name,
Hakuho f4JEl.  Although his view was widely accepted, a question was raised,
simultaneously, concerning the adequacy of the term, because Hakuho was nothing but
another name of Hakuchi 5%, (650-654).

There is another question regarding the source of the style. Most of Japanese
scholars claimed that Buddhist images of the Hakuho period were influenced by Tang
China, not by Silla. Recent research shows, however, they seem to have more closely
connected to Silla rather than Tang.

This paper explores the relationship between Japan and Silla in the Buddhist images
during the late seventh century and atempts to show that the influence from Silla played a
significant role in Hakuho sculpture in terms of technique, material, iconographic type and
style.

The findings are summed up as follows:

First, Hakuho was heavily dependent on Silla in diplomacy.

Second, Japanese monks, who had studied in Shilla, played a crucial role in the
Japanese Buddist communities in this period.

Third, clay and terra-cotta became fashionable as materials for Buddhist sculpture

both in Silla and Hakuho simultaneously during the 7th century.

36



Fourth, the images of Amitabha Buddha triads, Four Guardian kings, and
eleven-faced AvalokiteSvara were quite popular.

Fifth, Shilla and Hakuho images share the following stylistic characteristics: (1)
transformation from child-like shapes into handsome youths, (2) voluminous and dignitied,

(3 naturalistic idealism.
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