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[ ABSTRACT ]

The View of Chinese Calligraphy and Painting
in Kumrungjip by Nam Kongeh'ol

Moon, Duck-hee

During the 18th century, a large amount of Chinese painting and calligraphy were
brought into Korea as a result of the improved political rclationship between Choson and
Qing. In these circumstances collecting ancient calligraphy and painting from China
boomed among literati. Nam Kongch’l(i#ZAf, 1760-1840), a politician and literary
gentleman, developed his interest in Chinese art through the association with the Northern
Learning school(]|t5*/ik). Being an enthusiastic collector, he became quite knowledgeable in
Chinese calligraphy and painting and left 116 colophons on the works brought from China.

Nam’s colophons, compiled in his Kumrungjip, are a valuable source for understanding
the situation of the artistic circle in the late Choson dynasty and the view of Chinese
calligraphy and painting by his contemporaries. In calligraphy, his interest in epigraphy
seems to presage a imore detailed epigraphic study by Kim Chonghi in a later period. In
painting, he hardly inentions genre painting or landscape painting of his period, another
characteristic that corresponds to the attitude of Kim.

This study attempts to draw an outline of the view of Chinese painting and calligraphy

during the late Choson dynasty through a multi-faceted analysis of Nam's colophones.
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