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[ ABSTRACT]

A New Chronology for the Arhat figures
in the Kanjingsi cave at Longmen

Kang, hee-jeong

According to an inscriptipn in Empress Wu script on the walls of the middle Leigu
dai cave, the nearby Kanjingsi cave in Longmen and 29 Arhat figures on its inside walls
have been traditionally attributed to the reign of Empress Wu(690-704). This dating is
questioned, however, because the genealogy of “29 Arhats” was most probably established
by the monk Wu Zhu(fit{¥) from Sichuan in his Lidaifabaoji(#{Ci:5), which was
completed around 774 under the influence of Xinhui(ffi€r). Based on this information, the
29 arhat figures in Kanjingsi cave should be dated to the last quarter of the 8th century,
at the earlist, contemporary with the Lidaifabaoji. This new chronology naturally draws the
following points as conclusion.

Firstly, if the Kanjingsi cave was excavated in the late 8th century, about one century
later the previous supposition, we can presume that the work in Longmen continued into
the 9th century except for a brief interruption by the rebellion of An Lushan during the
middle of the 8th century when the work had been forced to halt.

Secondly, the fact that the number of the sculptures was determined to be 29 shows
that the entire engraving project was based on the legendary instructions of Lidaifabaoji,
although we cannot find clearcut evidence of above relevance either in inscription or in
book record. Upon the above context, it can be said that the previous interepretations of
the sculptures at Kanjingsi, especially about the chronology guessing, did not shed enough
light on the path of transformations and/or developments in Chinese Buddhism.

Thirdly, the 29 arhat figures in Kanjingsi cave are important monuments which were
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intended to demonstrate the orthodoxy of the southern school of Chinese Chan Buddhism,
as well as a sort of resulting evidence of above recognition. Arhat figures were carved
under the aggressive leadership of Xinhui, who was named the 7th patriarch in lineage
posthumously, and of Baodang branch(fi}!i’;{) which was heavily influenced by him. The
arhat figures in Kanjingsi cave should be viewed as the Chan Buddhist monuments, and
this calls into question our previous supposition that the caves on the east side of

Longmen were doctrinally based on the teachings of the Huayen school or the esoteric

Vajrayana Buddhism.
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