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[ABSTRACT]

A Study of Paintings by Im Tuk-myong
Oh, Hydn-Sook

During the late Choson dynasty from the late 18th to the early 19th centuries, paintings of
the Southern—school style coexisted along with "true-view” landscape paintings and genre
paintings, while the European-style methods were adopted. Another notable trend in this
period is that a group of chungin A ("middle people”) painters produced a number of
paintings. Their activities enlarged the artistic sphere of Choson and enriched its culture.
Equipped with literary backgrounds, they created both paintings and poems as their
pastime and kept close company with literary painters. Such relationship between the two
groups was possible by the rise of the chungin class, and it made them more
knowledgeable intellectually and artistically. Ma Séng-lin H22E% and Chong Sén &f&E are
among the literary painters from the higher class whom the chungin painters associated.
As painters are required to meet the increasing need from various corners of society
during the late Choson dynasty, their significance as professionals evidently grew higher
than ever. Kim Hong-do #5.& and Yi In-mun 258 made a big success in this period.

Im Tuk-myong #f3H, one of the important chungin painters, led an active life as a
painter and made himself well known for his paintings and poems. This study attempts
to present a deeper understanding of his artistic activities and literary achievements by
examining his paintings and literary sources, particularly his genealogy and Songwdlmanrok
A H 88, which became available in reprint.

Chapter 2 delineates Im Tuk-myong’s life and his associations with his colleagues both
from chungin and literati, which may have affected his life as a painter. Chapter 3
examines various techniques and ideas employed In his paintings, and demonstrates that
they were remarkably similar to those of literati painters.

Chapter 4 focuses on the overall characteristics of Im Tuk-my¢ng’s paintings and also

looks for the sources of his paintings in earlier Chinese and Korean paintings. Two
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albums, Okkyesipisiing ch’op £ 1~ and Okkyesipkyong ch’dp £k produced
at the age of 20 and 25 respectively, represent his early works and provide good
comparisons with his later hand-scroll Sohaeng ilch’olli #af7—TF%R. Okkyesipising ch’op
depicts the views of Mt. Inwang, which makes the viewer feel as if he/she saw actual
landscape. It supports that he learned much from the paintings of Chéng So6n, as Yu
Chae-kon ZI/-# testifies in Ihyangkyonmunrok E#SRMESR It seems quite plausible that
the paintings in Okkyesipkyong ch’dp were partly influenced by the works of the Chinese
painter Ni Zan f##. Im Tik-myong’s paintings also reflect the influence of Kim Hong-do,
Yi In-mun and Chong Su-yong &5&4E.
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