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(ABSTRACT |

Literary Gathering by the Han River
and Landscape Paintings of the Early Choson Dynasty

Park, Eun-soon

This article is part of a projected series of writings that will eventually make up a
history of landscape painting of the early Choson dynasty. A previous article in the same
series, “A Study on the Paintings of Literati Gatherings at Toksddang in the Early Choson
Dynasty,” published in 1996, was also devoted to the paintings of literary gatherings
during the 16th century in a government building by the Han river. The present article
takes up another type that represents a famous pavilion, Chech’onjong, which used to be
located by the Han River. This type forms a segment of the development of landscape
painting, which started with the foundation of the Chosén dynasty and continued through
the 18th century when the "true-view” landscape was ripe for climax.

The major points dealt with in this article are summed up: the effects of historic
circumstances and ideological background on landscape paintings during the early Choson
period, the emergence of literature on the geography of Korea and its meanings, and the
theories and styles that accompanied landscape paintings.

Paintings of literati gatherings at Chech’'onjong (pls. 1, 2, 5, 6) during the 16th century
depict scholar-officials’ social meetings for amusement and farewell. A hanging scroll
painted in the early spring of 1534 is a typical example for the understanding of the theme
and style of the paintings of this subject. Inspiration for this painting was intimately
connected with the officials’ support for the king's successful and peaceful reign at the
time. As the literary people considered the ideal and beautiful scenery of the capital as
the symbol of peace, they favored making poems and paintings that depict scenic spots of
the capital and the riverside of the Han River. Certain spots were particularly favored for
their social gatherings and as the subjects of paintings. Chech’6njong pavilion by the Han
River (nearby West Lake), Chamdubong hill at Stho (West Lake), Toksodang hall at Tongho
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(East Lake) at the Han River were the most famous spots. This kind of literary
gathering and artistic expression are aimed to ensure their collaboration for the ideal order
of society and the achieving of artistic value based on Neo-Confucian thoughts.

In terms of artistic styles, artists tried to depict the scenes with stereotyped motifs,
compositions, and techniques. They attempted to create an idealized landscape that evokes
the proper reigning of the king and state of politics. These idealized landscapes were
articulated by the partial use of a vocabulary well established by artists of the An Kyon
school, which flourished during the early Choson dynasty. It is interesting that the
composition and motifs of landscape of the early Choson period were followed as artistic
conventions by the masters such as Chong Son, Kim Yun-gyom, Chong Ch'ung-yop
during the 18th century when the "true-view” landscape became a major trend in painting.
It would seem that there is a vital, concrete link between landscape paintings of the early

Chostn period and those of later times.
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