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(ABSTRACT]

The Academy Painter Yi Nyong and Painting of Koryd Dynasty
Ahn, Hwi-joon

Y1 Nyong 4% is the only academy painter of Koryd Dynasty whose biography was
recorded in Koryd-sa (History of Koryo Dynasty). Active during the reigns of King Injong
(1122-1146) and King Uijong (1146-1170), he served the court as the most representative
and influential academy painter.

Yi Nyong also travelled to Song China in 1124 as a member of Koryd diplomatic
mission headed by Yi Cha-dok, where he was highly evaluated by Emperor Huizong.

His service and contribution were followed by his son Yi Kwang-p'il, who also eamed
absolute recognition from King Myongjong (r. 1170-1197). Therefore, it is undeniable that
Korean painting of the 12th century was virtually led by Yi Nyong and his son Yi
Kwang-p'il.

The record on Yi Nyong and Yi Kwang-p'il in Koryd-sa is very important in
understanding various aspects of Koryo painting of the 12th century. Thanks to this

record, the following facts are clarified:

1) Kory¢ painting developed remarkably owing to generous patronage of kings.

2) The system of academy painters was firmly established in Koryd Dynasty.

3) Painting was executed not only by academy painters but also by literati or amateur
painters.

4) Real-view landscape painting began to be depicted along with conceptual landscape as
early as the 12th century at the latest.

5) Koryd painting of the 12th century had close stylistic relationship with Chinese
painting of Northern-Song.

6) A large number of Chinese paintings were imported to Koryo and quite a number of

Koryd paintings were also taken to Northern-Song China.
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7) It is evident that there was royal collection of paintings at Kory® court.
8) It was probably customary that academy painters put their signature and seal at the

back of painting to conceal them before being mounted.
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