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[ABSTRACT]

A New Interpretation on the Iconography of the Sosan Triad of Paekche

Moon, Myung-dae

In this study on the Sosan Buddha triad, I have examined two issues: 1) style and date; 2)
iconography and religious meaning. Regarding the first issue, it is clear that this brilliant
monument has achieved the perfection of Paekche's conception of beauty, which is
characterized by warm tenderness harmonized with inner strength. For this reason, the
triad of the Buddha and two assistant Boddhisatvas gained immortal grandeur and refined
style which make it one of the finest works in the history of Korean Buddhist sculpture.
Based on these characteristics, we can infer that the it was carved during the fourth
quarter of the 6th century, following several earlier examples such as a gilt-bronze Buddha
triad dated to 571 AD and the T'aean triad, which may well have served as models for
the Sosan triad.

With regards to its iconography, it is obvious that the triad consists of Sékyamuni,
Maitreya and Dipankara, based on the account in the Saddharmapundarika-sutra. A carefull
examination of the account in this sutra and conventions in ancient Korean Buddhist
iconography suggests that this identification is more plausible than the traditional

interpretation that regards it as consisting of Sakyamuni, Maitreya and Avalokite$vara.

31



	百濟 瑞山 磨崖三尊佛像의 圖像 解釋
	Ⅰ. 머리말
	Ⅱ. 硏究史
	Ⅲ. 造成背景
	Ⅳ. 現狀과 圖像形式
	Ⅴ. 樣式的 特徵과 編年
	Ⅵ. 圖像解釋(名稱)과 意義
	Ⅶ. 맺음말
	〔ABSTRACT〕


