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(ABSTRACT]

Genre Scenes in Nectar Ritual Paintings of Korea
Lee, Kyung-hwa

The “Nectar Ritual” painting (H#fH#) shows the destiny of the dead souls and the
guidance to nirvana in accordance with the religious principles of Buddhism. Korean
“Nectar Ritual” paintings iconographically consists of three parts: the dead souls of various
types in the lower part, “Nectar Ritual” in the process of feeding the hungry ghosts in the
middle part, and the heavenly world of the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas in the upper part.

These Korean examples were possibly influenced by the Water-and-Land paintings of
China (KkPEd). However, the lower part in Korean “Nectar Ritual” paintings includes
various genres scenes representing folk customs of Korea. Beginning with the earliest extant
example dated 1589, kept in Yakusenji (#liFF) in Japan, to the one in Hungch'dén-sa dated
1939, more than fifty examples are present.

Korean “Nectar Ritual” paintings reflect a mixture of beliefs in various deities such as
Amitabha, Ksitigarbha, Avalokite$vara, the festival of hungry ghosts and the Ullambana
ritual. The lower part shows the six ways of living beings (75i&) with the concrete
depiction of the life circle of human beings. Such scenes are textually based on The Lotus
Sutra and The Water and Land Ritual Manual OKBEEESEFEEERE). The detailed
depictions were altered reflecting the social phenomena of the time when individual
paintings were created.

The subjects could be divided into six categories: 1) difficulties in life, 2) everyday
custom, 3) palace and official's house, 4) monks, 5) battles and fightings, and 6) other
miscellaneous scenes. It could be classified into more than eighty thematic subjects in
detail. A paining normally has 20-50 scenes in the lower part.

In the examples after the middle of the 18th century, one finds various kinds of
hardships inflicted on human beings such as starvation, disease, quarrel, war, disaster,
punishment, and murder, together with scenes of folk festivals. Thus such scenes in the

lower part become abundant resources for the everyday life in late Chosdn period.
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