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(ABSTRACT]

A Chronology of late Chosdn-dynasty Porcelain (17th-19th Centuries)
Based on the Analysis of the Dragon-and-Cloud Motifs

Bang, Byung-sun

This study attempts to set up a chronology of late Choson-dynasty porcelain on the
basis of the dragon-and-cloud motifs. The porcelain painted with dragons were especially
used for rituals and memorial ceremonies in the royal court of Choson. So one may
presume that they reflect the taste of the royal family. Also, the stylistic change of the
dragon motifs seems to have been a primary factor in the overall stylistic change of
porcelain.

The porcelain of the late Chosdn dynasty may be divided into three periods: 1) from the
reign of King Injo to the reign of King Kydngjong (1624-1724); 2) from King Yodngjo to
King Chongjo (1724-1800); 3) King Sunjo to King Kojong (1800-1897).

During the first period, the underglazed porcelain painted with pigment containing iron
became popular. The dragon~and-cloud motifs were painted with iron-pigrment in simplified
forms. The painting strokes were rough and quick. It represents the circumstances of this
period, in which the kingdom of Chosdn lost the war and consequently had uncomfortable
relationship with Qing China. It also reflects personal taste of the major customers for the
porcelain from the literati and the royal family. Reduced coloring and rough outlines were
executed to simplify the whole design. The popping eyes of the dragon are humorous and
expressive. This style was more conventionalized especially during the reign of King
Sukchong (1674-1720). They were independent of the current Chinese style, and a unique
Choson style emerged. The main body of the porcelain provided a field for a dynamically—-
moving, three-clawed dragon with roughly depicted scales and surrounded with clouds.
Flower scrolls and lotus petals were used for the subordinate designs.

During the second period, the pigment containing cobalt was imported again from China
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under the improved relationship. So the porcelain painted with underglaze-cobalt replaced
the earlier type. In some styles, which seem to have been influenced by the Chinese
porcelain, accurate representation of object was intended. The five-clawed dragon with
accurately depicted scales had two types. The first type was very similar to the style of
the preceding period in popping eyes, horizontally flowing hairs, and slack, motionless
body. The second type shows mighty motion, sharp eyes, tuning scales. Both had the
fungus-shaped clouds and the ruizhi, lotus subordinate designs. Especially the blue-and-
white lotus design symbolized the jade tablet (£) held by kings and princes. The hairy
face and whiskers of dragon exaggerate the powerful character of the animal. These whole
stylistic changes, which show a strong contrast with enamel wares popular in current China,
took place in the beginning of the reign of King Yongjo (1724-1776), who was once the
supervisor of the official kiln Punwon. The types of wares with dragon-and-clouds
motifs increased rapidly, and they include, for example, vases and bowls used by
scholar-gentlemen.

In the third period, the Chinese-style dragon became popular. It reflected the changing
circumstances of Chosdn society and the taste of major consumers. Even in official
ceremonies, for example, a birthday party of king or queen, the Chinese ceramic wares
were used. It shows a strong desire for Chinese wares in the upper class. The dragon’s
slim and curved body and hairy face became a popular expression. The head and foot
were enlarged disproportionately. The five or four-clawed dragon and the flower-shaped
cloud had an unsuitable arrangement. Generally speaking any stylistic innovations are
hardly visible in this period.

Based on this analysis, the chronology of the late Chodsn-dynasty porcelain may be
divided into three parts. Each period had unique characteristics: the search for the Choson
style with humorous expression and simplified design without color in the first period; the
pursuit of realism and the establishment of unique expressions in the second period; and
the degeneration of the Choson style and the rising popularity of the Chinese style in the
third period.
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