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MPFEE Aol AFo] M Apgho] o|gg]olel nle|Q x| (Matteo Ricci, =% FIHEHE, 1552-1610)0]th.
g7t F3 Ee] B otm 15829 vhrte (@Yol =&, 158330l EEEY #ERd T srkEx
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© James Cahill, The Compelling Image @ Nature and Style in Seveteenth-Century Chinese Painting
(The Harvard University Press, 1982),
(@ Michael Sullivan, "Some Possible Sources of European Influence on Late Ming and Early Ch'ing
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[ABSTRACT]

The Introduction of Western Painting Style in Early Modern China II:
Traditional and Popular Paintings in the End of Ming and Qing Dynasties

Lee, Jung-hee

The influence of the Western painting style is considerable in modern China. Especially
it was dominant in the court, as the emperors of Qing dynasty supported the Western
style in their court academy.

In the case of traditional painting, the Western style was accommodated in three ways:
1) enriching traditional methods based on the impression of Western paintings; 2) blending
the shading method and perspective from the Western style with the traditional method; 3)
meticulous depiction under the influence of the Western style. Thus, this group did not
accept the Western style as such, but used it to a limited extent to enrich the expression
in traditional painting.

The group who specialized in popular paintings, however, accepted the Western style
more straightforward way. In the early eighteenth century from the reign of Yongzheng
to the reign of Qianlong, the Western style appeared extensively on the woodblock prints
produced in Suzhou, which prospered as a commercial and overseas trade center as well
as printing and publication center. In Suzhou, there was a gret demand in multi-colored
woodblock prints, in which the prosperous streets of the city and the everyday life of its
people are vividly depicted.

In overall composition, the mixture of the traditional method of bird’s eye view and the
Western-style perspective was used. Therefore, the overall view is presented irrespective
of actual distance. For the depiction of buildings and human figures, the hatching method
that derived from the etching style was used. The shading technique is also clearly
present. Thus, the methods of the Western style is used in two ways: 1) picturing the
overall view by a modified perspective method and 2) picturing the details by the shading

method. In the Suzhou woodblock prints, the Western style was blended conveniently
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with the Chinese style.

An example of the straightforward acceptance of the Western style is a genre called
"perspective painting” (##) or “vue-d’optique” (IE#E#), which creates an illusion of a
real scene. In modern Japan too, "vue-d'optique” was the first step in the acceptance of
the representational method of the Western style. It was appreciated as a kind of "Boit
d'optique.” At that time, the realistic representation of the Western painting style was a

wonder as much as it was the object of visual amusement to the Orientals.
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