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[ABSTRACT]

Paintings of the “Dwelling in the Mountains”
of the Choson Dynasty

Cho, Kyu-hee

The painting of the "Dwelling in the Mountains”(ILIJE& san’gddo) depicts the scene of a
dwelling in the mountains which appeared against the background of the dwelling culture
in the mountains by the literati of the Choson period. The central theme of the "Dwelling
in the Mountains” is a residence located amongst the graceful landscape of mountains,
excluding temporary housings such as pavilions. In most cases, the painting of the
"Dwelling in the Mountains” takes the form of “portrait-in-a-landscape” and, in many
instances, portrays only houses without a human. When a figure is portrayed inside a
house, he always appears as a scholar.

The painting of the "Dwelling in the Mountains” is broadly divided into those drawn
against the background of the real landscape and idealistic landscape. With the background
of the real landscape "Dwelling in the Mountains” is further divided into "Literati’s Villa”
(PI2EE pyolsodo) and "House” (GRF[E chet'aekdo). With the real landscape "Dwelling in
the Mountains” appeared as a result of a variety of reasons including the emergence of the
sarim(==#K, Neo-Confucian scholars), the unstable internal and external situations, the land
ownership system and the idealistic tendency. It portrays a specific residence in an area
owned by a specific person inside the mountains. These paintings normally portray real
landscape, but at times, utilize imaginary landscape techniques.

In that "Dwelling in the Mountains” portrays the property of a particular person, it can
be distinguished from other real landscape paintings, and thus can be characterized as a
kind of "The landscape of property.” Meanwhile, "Dwelling in the Mountains” is believed to
have functioned as a traditional portrait painting. The owner of the house was mostly
portrayed as a scholar sitting inside the house or the studio, but sometimes just the house

and property land without any figures used to symbolize the owner. The painting of the
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"Literati's Villa”"(JIE & pyodlsodo) depicts the villa of the literati and, according to records,
is assumed to have appeared in the late 15th century when the sarim emerged in the
political arena. Extant "Literati’s Villa” is the typical commemorative painting painted after
the 17th century, in which patrons commissioned experts in the respective fields to be in
charge of the painting, calligraphy, poem, preface and epilogue, etc. Therefore, there is a
high probability that the painting could have been composed according to the preferences
of the patrons.

The painting of the "Literati’s Villa” of the middle Chosén period follows the three-tier
composition of "Literati Gathering”(# & &) of the early and middle Chosén period, while in
the formation, it follows the style of the An Kyo6n School with partial accommodation of
the Che School manner. The reason behind the popularity of "Literati’s Villa” during this
period lies in the thought of secluded dwelling prevalent at that time in which people opted
to return to nature.

The painting of the "House"(58FlE chet'aekdo) which depicts the residences of the
officials residing for generations in Seoul became a major subject. "House” found its origin
through relations between the officials who lived in the northwestern part of the Inwang
Mountain and Chong Son(£f#) who lived nearby at the foot of the mountain. To celebrate
the building or the renovation of their residences or pavilions, the officials asked the best
professional painters of the period to paint a painting while asking literati colleagues to
write preface and poems. These house paintings are presumed to have been for the
purpose of "house warming’.

In the late Chosdn period, painters also painted their own "House” which served as a
sort of self-portrait.

The literati of the Chosén period also had a liking for "Dwelling in the Mountains” with
the background of an idealistic landscape, depicting ideal aspects of mountain dwelling,
apart from paintings of their houses or villas.

Therefore, they found their ideals of secluded life through the paintings, which portrayed
themselves as scholars enjoying leisurely reading inside their humble straw-thatched
houses (1L & & #1&).

"Dwelling in the Mountains” with the background of an idealistic landscape became the

trend of the times in the late Choson period based on the painting manuals(@my) and the

59



Southern School painting which made inroads in full-swing at the same time.

In particular, top painters of the late Chostn period painted "Long Days in the Quiet
Mountains”(LLgF A &=lE  sanchong-ilchangdo) which illustrated the text of "Long Days in
the Quiet Mountains” from "Ho-Lin Yii-Lu”"(## E§%) written by Lo Ta-ching(¥ A££). It
was painted in eight panels and is most likely believed to have been based on the original

painting brought from China.
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