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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Paintings of The Red Cliff of the Wu School in the Ming

Choi Kyoung-hyun

This paper is to survey a serise of The Red Cliff 7*EHiK[E which is depicted
The Former and Latter Odes on the Red CULff #REEIX written by Su Shih ##t in
1082. This subject was mainly painted by the literati painters and consistently
represented throughout the periods, In particular, 7he Red Cliff was the most
fregently depicted by the literati painters of the Wu School. First, these tendency
was immediately connected with literature movement Fi-G&HHSGES) developed at
Soochow &N in sixteen century. Therefore the theme of The Red Cliff was one
of the favored and other literary subjects such as Po Chu—i EH&%’s Pi—p'a song
EEAT, T’ao Yiian—ming F@iRE’s Peach Blossom Spring #kitiFzic, Wang Hsi—chih
F#2's Gathering at the Orchid Pavilion BI5F were also represented in paintings
of the Wu School, Second, it was reason that the literati painters of Wu School
placed their main emphasis on some special aspect of experience,; private
response to old age, the struggles of human ambition, scholarly appreciation of
ancient cultural monuments,

In format of The Red Cliff, there are basically two types of pictorial depiction
in accordance with their contents. Describing the whole scenes and the part of
the story. The first seemed always to depict The Latter Ode on the Red ClUff in
eight scenes, The second usually represented both odes and divided into three in
the Wu School. handscroll, hanging scroll, others. Handscroll and hanging
scroll were always used the same elements of a cliff and a boat containing five
figures—Su Shih wearing Kao chuang ching tzu &%1F, two guests, a boatman
and a srevant—to illustrate the odes. In handscroll, the asymmetrical
arrangement of composition is characteristics of the Southern Sung Ei%%. Hanging
scroll is two—level spatial system, which a baot passes by a space between two
pines in the foreground and overhanging tree with the cliff in the background.
Others is painted which bring from one scene of describing the whole scenes of
the story. Describing the whole scenes of the story painted with the blue—and—
green and describing the part of the story painted with light color in the Wu
School, have something to do with the emblematic painting of retrospective
orientation or archaistic tone in early Yiian period were represented with blue-
and-green or color.
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