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ABSTRACT

A Research on the Clay Sculptures of the Rawak
temple site, Khotan(J[})

Yim Young-ae

Rawak temple, one of the representative Southern Silk Road site, was
surrounded by the double wall around the stupa, in the inner and outer part of
which hundreds of clay sculptures were arranged. 1 divided these sculptures into
two groups, the first one is the sculptures distributed in the inner part of the
inner wall, the second one consists of the sculptures distributed in the outer part
of the inner wall and the both parts of the outer wall,

A three—meter high big statue of the first group was made after the typical
Gandhara Buddha and this kind of purity can be seen in all the big statue of the
first group. The second group displays the body as like as possible, while
succeeding in the mode of the first group. Especially a Buddha whose taut body
is sticked to by the very thin robe says the influences of detailed the Mathura
techniques in the Gupta period. But the strange line of robe folds is different
from the one of the Mathura school in the Gupta period, instead conneting with
the great Buddha of Bamiyan. The Bodhisattva head of the second group is also
important because it explains the interconnection with the Tumshuk, Kizil of the
Nothern Silk Road. Therefore we can say that these characteristics of the second
group are attributed to the Indianization of the Gandhara Buddha as well as the
interconnection with Tumshuk, Kizil of the Nothern Silk Road. It is not to say
that these are based on the Gandhara mode of the first group.

Then it is time to make a periodization. The period of first group should be
between the middle 4 th century and the first 5th century because it models after
the typical Gandhara pieces. The period of second group can be assumed to from

the first 5th century to the middle 5th century because of the following reasons
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first one is the formanization of the sculptures in spite of the some existing pure
Gandhara mode, second one is that it describes the body as like as possible,
Therefore the period of Rawak temple could be traced back to the period from
middle 4 th century to the middle 5th century. This conclusion coincides with the
time the Buddhism was very popular around the Khotan,

I also would like to raise a possibility that the ‘rauraka’ (royuka, B%7E, %7%
i) which appears in the part of Chou-sha-dan—na(ZjEBH) of the Record of
Western Kingdoms(KEMIEEL) was a Rawak temple, When Xuan-Zang (%)
travelled this area in the first 7th century, that site was buried so there was
nothing he could see, Therefore the closing period of the Rawak temple would be
around the 6 th period, then we can also suppose the above building period has
another evidence,

The clay sculptures of the Rawak temple site reaching about 1000 pieces was
diliberately built under the elaborate great plan, influenced by the atmosphere of
Hwaom philosophy (##%&4%) . It not only produced a ‘Khotan’ charactersitics, but

also made a contributin to establish a archaic style of the Silk Road.
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fig. 61)

50



A E

(= 16) SFRALLR 120 FHEF B (R, 1)

e T N

K fhele, e

(= 17) B5Z2E
(Stein A. (1907), Amncient Khotan, vol, 1, fig.63) eluka 3}

(= 18) ZFSALAA] 12 fihdE, 25,4 cm
(Stein A. (1907), Awncient Khotan, vol,
II, pl. 83) 51



Khotan, vol.1, fig,67)
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Khotan, vol. 1, fig. 66) Gropp(1974), fig. 34, 35)

32



(5 23) FEbE MIEARA, ¥ (% 24) 2FbAraA) 2 F Ei%(Stein A, (1907), Ancient
o] 145 cm, ZAAEIEH Khotan, vol.1, fig.69)
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Gropp(1974), fig. 108)
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