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ABSTRACT

A Research on Japanese Painters in
Korea during the Colonial Period

Kim Joo-young

There were many active Japanese painters in Korea during the Japanese colonial
period (1910-1945). Most of them had migrated to Korea due to Japanese colonialism.
Most of these painters worked as art teachers in public schools and organized various
group activities, They also participated in Chosun Art Exhibition (¥iff5ihess€r, 1922~
1944), which was established by the Japanese Government-General of Korea (fffsf #fs
).

The Japanese Government-General of Korea and its subsidiary, Keijo newspaper
company (5ii# H ), enforced many cultural policies in Korea. One of their policies was
being supportive of the Chosun Art Exhibition and its Japanese painters such as Yamada
Shinichi (111FH#7-—), Toda Kazuo GapH#E#E), Kato Shorin (riggrk) . and Matsuda Reiko
(FAH%SE). In order to accomplish this policy, the Keijo newspaper intentionally gave
more spotlight to these painters than to others. Furthermore, these Japanese painters
enjoyed the privilege of being the citizens of the Empire and consequently gained more
authority within the Chosun Art Exhibition. This privilege led the novice painters, who
also wanted to succeed in the Chosun Art Exhibition, to imitate the style of these painters.

However, in contrast to their status in Korea, these painters were not recognized as
significant painters in Japan. These painters suffered from the inferiority complex of not
being part of the main stream artists in their mother country. In addition, the Japanese
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public had a western oriented tendency and was indifferent towards Korea and its
culture. This indifference led to the lack of interest in Japanese painters in Korea.

As a result, these painters tried to advance into the Japanese imperial art circles and
to escape from their status as periphery painters active in the Japanese colony. These
artists tried to differentiate their paintings by presenting sentiment and scenery that were
endemic to Korea. Their goal was to attract the attention of the exhibition judges by
representing local color and appearing to be exotic in their works.

Furthermore, many of the western style painters went to Europe to study the
technique of oil painting, mainly to overcome their inferiority in western style paintings.
Such painters, who came back to Korea, tried to start a new movement of painting with
the Korean artists, However, they were not successful in Korea. This was because Korean
art circles were mainly led by bureaucratic artists and academic style painters like in other
colonies, such as in Taiwan. There were scarcely any Avant-garde painters who could
counter the authoritarian artists in Korea,

Towards the end of the 1930s, the Japanese army started to oppress the art circles
both in Japan and in its colonies. Both the people of Korea and Japan were forced to be
loyal to the Japanese empire. Hence, the modality of the Japanese painters changed as
many painters in Korea had to cooperate with the Japanese army and to take part in the
glorification process of Japan s imperialistic wars.

In Korea, where there were no professional art schools, Japanese painters taught art
in public schools and in other various art institutes. Through exhibitions, they also
provided the Korean people with opportunities to observe and to apprediate art, Despite
these aspects, in pursuing the Japanese academic style of painting, they hindered the
individualistic and diverse development of Korean art. As a result, the Japanese painters

residing in Korea brought about the expansion of cultural imperialism in Korea,
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