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ABSTRACT

A Study on Buddhist Large Stucco Images after
Japanese Invasion of Korea in 1592

Sim Joo~wan

This article is about the lineage of Buddhist large stucco sculptures that has been
popular after the Japanese Invasion of Korea in 1592, during the Chosun Dinasty. 7 sets of
images were selected for the analysis; images of “three times of the Buddha (ZH#f#)" in
temple Song -gwang (#4%3F) and in temple Gap (43%): images of ‘three bodies of
Buddha (= 1#)" in temple Bup ~ju (#{13F) and in temple Gui —sin (§#Z3¥): images
of ‘“three bodies of the Buddha” in temple Sun -woon (i#%3): images of two
Bodhisatva in temple Gum —san (4:(117§): images of three Buddhist deities in temple
Mu ~liang (#57F).

These images were enshrined in the central buildings (which were usually multi -
stories) of those temples, which hold the most significant position in the Chosun period.
Buddhist paintings were placed behind the images instead of the representations of halo.
Images were placed on the main altar or behind it. Natural Clay was used to build these
sculptures, and they were dried with air without applying heat. They were usually above
4 meters high, and due to their largeness, images could have enough space in their belly
part for containing holy relics. The specific height of 4 meters has been considered as
identical to the height of 6 -Jiang (a measure of length, 475, 16/X) —statue”, the statue
which was regarded as the first image built after Sakya - Muni Buddha's physical body.
Therefore, it would be dlear that these large stuccos are parts of the long tradition of 6 -
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jiang —satues (3_75#{%)", which can be traced back to the first making of Buddhist image
in Korea,

First of all, I tried to determine the dates when they were manufactured, by stylistic
analysis and by examining related written sources, As stylistic characters, these stuccos
commonly have large size, stiff and cubic modeling, and simple and straight outlines,
With support from written records, it can be suggested that these characters show aspects
after the Japanese Invasion of Korea in 1592 in producing Buddhist sculptures, In other
words, these stuccos were made at the time when new styles in image making emerged
and started to prevail after the Japanese Invasion of Korea in 1592, However, as early
examples of this new phase, they still had some features of the past, which are easily
found in the 16th century' s 6 —jiang —statue” in temple Kirim (ff{#ksF).

Triggered by the Manchurian invasion into the Chosun Dynasty in 1627 after the
Japanese Invasion of Korea in 1592, the first half of the 17th century became a turning
point in the political circumstances among China, Korea and Japan. This major change
also caused various innovations in artistic production. Korean Buddhism, which had been
oppressed from the time of the dynasty s foundation, finally gained governmental favor
due to the positive role of the monk s force in fighting against Japanese invasion, as well
as the spiritual consolation that Buddhism could provide to survivors of the war.
Therefore, nation - wide restoration of Buddhist temples took place under tacit approval
of the government, and a series of 6 —jiang” stuccos were produced along with this
restoration,

Second, I tried to show that the majority of Buddhist stuccos after Japanese Invasion
of Korea in 1592 represent the ‘“three bodies” and "three times” of Buddha. The formation
of ‘three times of Buddha" was adopted as a special concept, whose members are Sakya
(center), Bhaisajyaguru (left), and Amitabha (right). The example of ‘three generation” in
temple Gap is the oldest as a formation consisting of 7 Buddhist deities, and the example
of ‘three generation’ in temple Song —~gwang is the oldest in this sort. The example in
temple Bup —joo is the largest in size among the examples of ‘three bodies”, which consist
of Buddha' s images only .

In this article, I explained that the formation of "three bodies and three times of the
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Buddha" is a fusion of ‘three bodies of the Buddha” and ‘three generation of the
Buddha®, fusion that was motivated by the formation of five buddhist deities”. This
complicated formation of ‘three bodies and three generation” is consisted of the main
Buddha of ‘three bodies”, Virocaina, and the supportive Buddhas in the ‘three times’
Bhaisajyaguru and Amitabha,

Third, I explained in the context of art history, the meaning of Buddhist large stuccos
after Japanese Invasion of Korea in 1592, First, each artifact occupies the central role in the
most significant Buddhist temples of Chosun period. Second, they were all produced
during the first half of the 17th century, the time that is estimated to be the turning point
in the history of the Chosun dynasty. and locations of these stuccos are concentrated
around Chung —chong and Chon -la province, and certain historical conditions were
involved in this tendency.

Fourth, iconographic analysis on these images has yielded some important
suggestions about the makings of Buddhist the images and the religious worship around
these images in 17th century. Fifth, through examining sealed relics found inside these
images, it became dlear that the participation of local gentlemen and lay people was
critical in the makings of these idols as well as in performing ceremonies. It was also
found out that confucian concepts of loyalty and filial piety were combined with Buddhist
doctrines in this process.
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