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| ABSTRACT|

Changes in Celadon Production System

in the Early Koryd Dynasty and its Background

Lee Hee-gwan and Choi Kun

Kiln sites for the early celadons spread across 16 places in the middie west and
the south west coast regions in Korea. These are divided into brick kilns which
were made of fire bricks., and soil kilns which were directly made of fire clays.
The former is mainly scattered in the middle west regions. whercas the latter is
densely located in the south west coast regions. Brick kilns were settled in onc
place, with one to three kilns constructed, and celadons were produced for a long
time, the whole period of the early celadon age (9-10 centuries). thercby leaving
huge-scale deposit. On the other hand, soil kilns have left small-scale deposits in

5 production groups of small scale produced

tens of places, because around
celadons while moving here and there in a certain arca.

[n this respect. the most of brick kilns in the middle west regions can be called
as large-scale mobile type, whereas the soil kilns can be called as ‘small-scale
static type. These two types of kilns had apparent differences in quality and the
amount of production as well. When brick kilns of Pangsan-dong in Kyonggi-do
arc compared with soll kilns of Kangjin-gun in Chollanam-do, it is found that the
occupancy rate of high quality is just 31% for soil kilns, whereas that of brick kilns
is 67%, which is more than double of the former. Also. the amount of the latter has
T times as big as the latter. This is the basis of the assumption that the goal of
the large-scale brick kilns was the mass production of celadons of high quality.

However, brick kilns decreased at the late 10th century. and disappeared. at
least, before the early 11th century. As a result, soil kilns of Kangjin arca became
the central place of celadon production. The reason for the sudden disappecarance
of celadon Kilns of middle west arca. which were more dominant than those of

Kangjin areca in terms of scale and production structure, is related to the changes
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of national policies. That is, brick kilns were private ones, run by local powerful
clans. They exploited craftsmen and peasants and produced celadons in large
quantities, thereby accumulating their wealth significantly by means of trading
with the products. However, when the political system of Koryd dynasty became
centralized, the resources of humans and materials began to be controlled by the
government and the production conditions of the large-scale kilns became rapidly
worsened. At last, these brick kilns began to disappear at the late 10th century,
and disappeared, at least. at the ecarly 11th century. This was onc of the policies
of Koryo dynasty that tried to suppress local powerful clans who were the strongest
obstacles to centralization of the power,

When brick kilns in the middle west areas disappeared, the production of
celadons of Koryo dynasty became simplified into the celadon production system of
Kangjin arca. The traditional soil kilns began to replace the Chinese style brick
kilns. and began to spread nationwide. After that, kilns such as in Yuchdn-ri,
Puan-gun in Chollabuk-do produced high quality celadons. and such a circumstance
remained even up to the end of Korvo dynasty. In short, the fact that the celadons
of 'Kangiin Style’ became the mainstream of Koryd celadons is closely related to
the new establishment of celadon production system focusing on the celadon kilns
of Kangjin arca, which were cstablished around the late 10th century and the

carly 11th century.
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