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[ABSTRACT]
Animal Paintings by Sin Yun-bok

Lee Won-bok*

Although not many animal paintings by Sin Yun-bok Hi¥i# are extant. his realistic
and vivid depiction does not fail to display his outstanding skill. The major subjects
were dogs, cats, roosters, and hawks. In these paintings Sin Yun-bok's delicate and
exquisite brushwork, similar to that used in the depiction of human figures in his
genre paintings, is visible. In the famous Haewdn Album HE{#ds (National
Treasure 135). only three leafs, Love scene, Spring in the Backyvard Figt&. Youth
Admiring Spring F/VB%. and A Lady Visiting a Temple MBEH5F, have animals
depicted in the scene. Of the three, two show horses as a means of transportation.
In the Love scene, one finds sparrows and dogs, while the so-called Travel Screen 1T
fEf#E in the National Museum has hawks.

A Dog Barking at the Moon A7 in Kansong Art Museum can be compared with
sketchs by Yi Hi-yong ZFE¥ (1758-1801) where dogs are lyrically yet realistically
presented. The trees are‘ depicted in a simple manner in the upper part of the
painting: a seated dog in the lower part is as if modeled after a real dog. The Cat
and Dog #X8 in the Ewha Womens University Museum shows the encounter of a cat
and a dog manifesting the tense between the two creatures. This painting is not big
in size, but delivers a lyrical mood. The way the rocks and the trees are depicted
resembles the strong naturalism of Kim Hong-do €38 (1745-18067).

Such similarity is more conspicuous in the Pine Tree and Hawk in the Choson Art
Museum in North Korea. Hawks were a favorite subject since the beginning of
Chostn period, and in the later period Choéng Hong-rae &3 (1720-?) created a
standard type. Sin Yun-bok's hawk painting shows close resemblance to that of Sim
Sa-jong WA (1707-1769) and Ch'oi Puk #db(1712-17867) in the manner of depiction
and composition. 7Two KRoosters is noteworthy for being inscribed with the date.

Banana Trees and Birds A% in a private collection once again shows close
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affinities with Kim Hong-do in the brushwork and even more dignified expression
than literati painting. In this aspect, the eight-fold screen Love-birds HiF®#® in
Kansong Art Museum is also notable. The lyrical mood expressed in these paintings
shows Sin Yun-bok’s middle-class background and highly refined literary taste.

*Senior curator. Department of Fine Arts, National Museum of Korea
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