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(ABSTRACT]

A Study of Gilt-Bronze Images of the Early Koryo Dynasty

Jeong Eun-woo

Gilt-bronze Bodhisattva images of the early Koryd period (918-1231) could be
classified into two stylistic types., One is a traditional type, which is again divided
into two groups depending on whether the stylistic source was the classical style
from the Unified Silla period or an earlier style from the Three Kingdoms period of
the 7th century. The other is a type inspired by new stylistic influence from the
Song (960-1279) or Liao (907-1125) of China.

Good examples of the classical type in the Unified Silla style are gilt-bronze
standing Bodhisattva images in the National Museum, Seoul and in Manganji temple
in Japan. These two images are characterized by a round face with long
straight-lined eyes, narrow shoulders with a long and narrow neck, a diagonally worn
scarf, and an octagonal lotus-throne. FExamples in the archaistic style of the 7th
century could be seen in the three gilt-bronze standing Bodhisattvas in the collection
of Tokyo University. These three images are dated to 1010 by an inscription of the
28th year of Tonghua carved on the back of the pedestal. They are identified as the
Bodhisattva Avalokite$vara by a small Buddha in the headdress. A bottle and a
lotus bud are held in each hand, and a scarf is worn crossing the body in an
X-shaped pattern, the characteristics that remind one of Bodhisattva images of the
Three Kingdoms period in the 7th century. Drapery also shows a similar pattern as
the Bodhisattvas of the 7th century. However, it tends to be more decorative and
complex under the influence of the contemporaneous Koryd style.

In the early Koryo dynasty trade with Song and Liao of China was undertaken in a
vast scale, particularly during the 11th and 12th centuries. The Bodhisattva images
that exhibit the influence from the Liao dynasty have a small cylindrical headdress, a
band around the headdress crown hanging down all the way to the heels and a
vertically-tripartite pedestal. Under the influence from the Northern Song, the

distinct posture of the royal ease was also introduced. A four-angled crown and
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heavy pendants are visible in a figure in the AvalokiteSvara Cave in Kaesong. The
contact with the Southern Song brought another new type as seen in Bodhisattva
figures in bronze at Kinkoku-ji temple, Nagasaki and a Bodhisattva in wood at
Pongjong-sa dated to 1199. They have distinct feature such as a thick garment
covering both shoulders, gold-metal ornaments on the underwear, and triangled
drapes extended from end of the sleeves.

The extant gilt-bronze Bodhisattva images of the early Koryd period are scarce.
Only one piece can be dated by an inscription. Therefore, it is difficult to know an
exact developmental process in style. It is presumed that the classical type
continued the Unified Silla style during the 10th century, and the archaistic type in
the style of the Tth century appeared in the 11th century. New inspirations from

China began to be felt from the 11th century onward.
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