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Fig. 1. A&4, <AFAARI= (Mwz1kILEF)> Chlae Yongsin, A topographic map depicting
Gonyjisan, the burial site of the progenitor of the Chonju Yi clan, 1899, Color on Paper, 61.2X49, 6cm, The
Jangseogak (Photograph by the author)

Fig. 2. A&, <Z7e| 2R A = & (SEBE I 25 =5 ) > Chlae Yongsin, A topographic map depicting
FHall built for a Memorial Service held before the grave and memorial monument in Chogyongdan, 1899,
Color on Paper, 63.2%49.5cm, The Jangseogak (Photograph by the author)
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Fig, 3. A&A, <AL= D> AlF, Ch'ae Yongsin, Detail of A topographic map depicting Hall
built for a Memorial Service held before the grave and memorial monument in Chogyongdan, 1899, Color
on Paper, 63, 2><49 Scm, The Jangseogak (Photograph by the author)

Fig, 4. 283, <AFARANEE D>, <A A AE=3> F 4], Chlae Yongsin, Cover of two paintings,
1899, Color on Paper, 61.2%49,6cm, 63,2%49, 5cm, The Jangseogak (Photograph by the author)

Fig 5, A-8-A1, <22 A= &> A5, Chae Yongsin, Detail of A topographic map depicting Hall built
for a Memorial Service held before the grave and memorial monument in Chogydngdan, 1899, Color on
Paper, 63,2X49.5cm, The Jangseogak (Photograph by the author)
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Fig. 6. 84, <ZAHNAALNEE> AF, Chae
Yongsin, Detail of A topographic map depicting Hall
built for a Memorial Service held before the grave and ]Z]— kAo 92| ARE AH3sHA 212
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Fig, 8. |84, <ZA| AL EE> A5, Ch'ae Yongsin, Detail of A topographic map depicting Hall
built for a Memorial Service held before the grave and memorial monument in Chogyongdan, 1899, Color
on Paper, 63.2x49.5cm, The Jangseogak (Photograph by the author)
Fig 9. <ZAH|>, A memorial monument in Chogydngdan (Photograph by the author)
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Fig, 10, 11, 382, <A A AEE > A5, Ch'ae Yongsin, Detail of A topographic map depicting
Hall built for a Memorial Service held before the grave and memorial monument in Chogyongdan, 1899,
Color on Paper, 63,2x49.5cm, The Jangseogak (Photograph by the author)

Fig. 12, 13, A4l <ZHFE> A3 Ch'ae Yongsin, Detail of Ch’ ilgwangdo, 1910, Color on Cotton,
127.7%83.4cm, Songsansa Temple (Jeonju National Museum, S6kchi Chae Yongsin hwajo-sansuhwa, p.
180)
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Fig. 14, &2 <&HWA A, Chlae Yongsin, Portrait of Song Pyongson, 1896, Color on Silk,
102.0%78.5cm, Independence Hall of Korea (Photograph by the author)

Fig. 15 &4 <&$WA 24>, Chlae Yongsin, Portrait of Song Pyongson, 1901, Color on Silk,
90,3x%51,0cm, Private Collection (Photograph by the author)

Fig, 16, -84, <& 24>, Ch'ae Yongsin, Portrait of Song Pyongson, the late 19th C, Color on Silk,
91.5%59,0cm, Daejeon Museum (Photograph by the author)
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—iklRfG) ol2t A3 ok, AgHvhs Fskal YRS 2401 3ol E Y& WhlAtolet A8
AV 20 2 B A A olfi= w2] HAM Tt = EA SAE B o R JRal FE FHS
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SHAAL S 27] 54 1% < ek A A =] BAR Jojrl= 2841 22357 A<
Fdsrtfig. 17, 18).

Fig 17, -84, <A 24> A%, Ch'ae Yongsin, Detail of Portrait of Song Pyongsdn, 1896, Color on
Silk, 102,0x78,5cm, Independence Hall of Korea (Photograph by the author)

Fig, 18, |84l <&HA 24> MY, Ch'ae Yongsin, Detail of Portrait of Song Pydngson, the late 19th C,
Color on Silk, 91.5%59.0cm, Daejeon Museum (Photograph by the author)

Hl%l(EﬂElﬁE)’olﬂ}i’ 28 e <M1Fe 2> 1916199 A7} = o188 24>
< vlasl He S0 Eefubn SR 203 fAFsitH(ig. 19, 20, 21).18
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Fig 19. -84, <Flede 24>, Chiae Yongsin, Portrait of Min Yongtal, 1900, Color on Silk, 102,0X78, 5cm,
National Museum of Korea (National Museum of Korea, https://www, emuseum, go, kr)

Fig, 20, 2j-8-41, <O de 24> AlH, Chlae Yongsin, Detail of Portrait of Min Yongtal, 1900, Color on Silk,
102,0x78, 5cm, National Museum of Korea (National Museum of Korea, https://www, emuseum, or, kr)
Fig, 21, -84, <o]8-& 24> AR, Ch'ae Yongsin, Detail of Portrait of Yi Dokiing, 1916, Color on Silk,
133.0%60, 0cm, Private Collection (Photograph by the author)
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Fig, 22, 2841, <Hoded 24> AlE, Chlae Yongsin, Detail of Portrait of Min Yongtal, 1900, Color on Silk,
102,0x78, Scm, National Museum of Korea (National Museum of Korea, https://www, emuseum, go, kr)
Fig, 23, 2841, <Hde 24> AlE, Chlae Yongsin, Detail of Portrait of Min Yongtal, 1900, Color on Silk,
102.0%78, 5Scm, National Museum of Korea (National Museum of Korea, https://www, emuseum, go, kr)
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Fig, 24, 2)-841, <19 24 A3 Ch'ae Yongsin, Detail of Portrait of Min Yongtal, 1900, Color on Silk,
102, 0x78, 5Scm, National Museum of Korea (National Museum of Korea, https://www, emuseum, or, kr)
Fig. 25. #8241, <A 274> AlF, Chlae Yongsin, Detail of Portrait of Song Pyongson, 1896, Color on
Silk, 102,0%78,5cm, Independence Hall of Korea (Photograph by the author)
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Abstract

From a Regional Painter to a Royal Portraitist:

The Formation of Ch’ae Yong-sin’s Early Style and
the 1900 Royal Portrait Commission

Min Gilhong*

This study investigates how Ch’ae Yong-sin (1850-1941), who was active as a regional painter in Chonju, was
appointed as the lead painter (jugwan-hwasa) for the production of King T’aejo’s royal portrait in 1900. This commission
was part of Emperor Kojong’s broader project to honor King T aejo, the founder of the Choson Dynasty.

Previous scholarship on Ch’ae Yong-sin has largely focused on the portraits he produced in the North Chélla region
after his retirement from public office as the magistrate of Chongsan-gun in 1906. This is due to the survival of over 100
portraits from his later period (1906-1930s), while works pre-dating 1906 are exceedingly rare. To address this research
gap caused by alack of primary materials, this paper identifies the 1896 Portrait of Song Pyongson as a newly attributed
work by Ch’ae. Furthermore, the study examines his activities as a regional artist by analyzing the architectural drawings
tohyong he produced while participating in the 1899 construction of Chogyongdan Shrine in Chonju. Chae achieved an
unprecedented level of realism by employing countless brushstrokes to express skin texture and three-dimensional
volume. At a historical juncture when the central government’s professional painter system was collapsing and
photography was emerging as a competing medium, Ch’ae’s portraiture—rooted in traditional techniques yet intensified

by meticulous realism—enhanced his competitiveness as a royal portraitist.
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