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Fig. 1. <EEAF A5 S22 photograph of the middle chamber when opened in 1987 (Shaanxisheng
kaogu yanjiuyuan, Report of Archaeological Excavation at Famen Temple Vol, 2, p. 23, 25)

Fig. 2. <HEAY A8 $A> photograph of the rear chamber when opened in 1987 (Shaanxisheng kaogu
yanjiuyuan, Report of Archaeological Excavation at Famen Temple Vol 2, p. 29)
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Fig. 3. <$WBL% [0, Incense burner surmounted by a figure of Vindyaka, Tang Dynasty, gilded
bronze, height 42cm, Famen Temple Museum(photograph by the author)

Fig. 4. <$BL% RIZEME 2L $52>, Incense burner with stand, dated 869, Tang Dynasty, partly gilded
silver, overall height 50.5cm; censer: height 29.5cm, stand: height 21cm, Famen Temple Museum
(Shaanxisheng kaogu yanjiuyuan, Report of Archaeological Excavation at Famen Temple Vol, 2, p. 62)
Fig. 5. <$RBIBIANED, Incense burner, Tang Dynasty, partly gilded silver, height 14.5cm, Famen
Temple Museum (photograph by the author)
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Fig. 6. $RBYSIB LTSN, Incense burner, Tang Dynasty, gilded silver, height 56cm, Famen Temple
Museum (photograph by the author)

Fig. 7. <$RBLHETEIM AN, Incense burner, Tang Dynasty, partly gilded silver, height 9,8cm, Famen
Temple Museum (photograph by the author)

Fig. 8. <R, 7>, Incense burner, Tang Dynasty, silver, height 20, 3cm, Famen Temple Museum
(photograph by the author)
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Fig. 9. <$RBEEND>, Turtle-shaped Incense burner; Tang Dynasty, partly gilded silver,
13%15%28, 3cm, Famen Temple Museum (photograph by the author)

Fig. 10. <$RBUAENED>, Incense burner with handle, dated 872, Tang Dynasty, silver, 8.6X11x44cm,
Famen Temple Museum (photograph by the author)
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Fig. 11, <$BBGHET>, Incense burner, Tang
Dynasty, silver, crystal, jade, height 2. 3cm Famen

Temple ~ Museum  (Shaanxisheng — kaogu 1= I EA3} FL2A Eo)AdS 1128 of

yanjiuyuan, Report of Archaeological Excavation o o 1a . L o
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Fig. 12. <$MBIFH >, Incense box, Tang Dynasty, silver, (7£Left) 9.8%18.4cm; (£5Right) 9.7X17X12cm,
Famen Temple Museum (Shaanxisheng kaogu yanjiuyuan, Report of Archacological Excavation at Famen
Temple Vol, 2, p. 53)
Fig. 13, <$RHF >, Lobed box with geese, Tang Dynasty, partly gilded silver, 2X5,1X3,6cm, Famen
Temple Museum (Shaanxisheng kaogu yanjiuyuan, Report of Archaeological Excavation at Famen
Temple Vol, 2, p. 57)
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Fig. 14. <$WAED, Incense box, Tang Dynasty, bronze, height 4.9cm, Famen Temple
Museum(Shenzhen bowuguan, Mandaluo: famensi yu tangdai mijiao yishi, p. 218)

Fig. 15. <SRBIFEF 1>, Incense container, Tang Dynasty, partly gilded silver, (4°Left) height 24, 7cm; (45
Right) height 11.7cm, Famen Temple Museum (Shaanxisheng kaogu vyanjiuyuan, Report of
Archaeological Excavation at Famen Temple Vol, 2, p. 153, 158)
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Fig. 16, <SRN, Arghya water pitcher, Tang Dynasty, partly gilded silver, height 21cm, Famen
Temple Museum (photograph by the author)

Fig, 17. <$RBLUIN K>, Arghya water bowl, Tang Dynasty, partly gilded silver, height 8cm, Famen
Museum (photograph by the author)

I 9}\3} —3]_1‘;_]- 9,] 1;].3].‘5 _'Qrg:]%} Sx].z‘sg =3 XS Fig. 18, <$RHUF LD, Incense stand, Tang Dynasty,
silver, 10,8%15,5%9, 5cm, Famen Temple Museum

g, &9 2UE skl 7 A (Shaanxisheng kaogu yanjiuyuan, Report of
Archaeological Excavation at Famen Temple Vol.
2, p. 147)

35 VN RS AA, TR AR R A VR (st hEIE, 2015), p. 166,

ST SRR 2532990 281



e E=REAAL, e Al g vl S2 o) L= Hol Sl

(2) o} 757
] 3} fA19) A B 943 B FETEE A A v 1 A7
b HE GRBELEDS004)>sE AR A T Aje) Akt Fel <$E'<@?§%
(FDS:052)>7} SRV ALk, Al FE8 BESHA} FAle) EAL 2] thas Gz A}
B 55 S 910 @A G AR kol R
101404 g sk 929 S Pk P E BAY 91318 VA &
& Aofehs 7Fs-g eI, o] 71%& FuHd el fAtste] £ of
BASIERS) T B2 o S| R 5] ek ol FETGE]

zm et <

SRR

—

3)

e ol2u FETRIE Befnl, thYL o= A9 Mt B
ofsh Aol ZS) 7FE Sole. 53 st wr o] 418
el 712e) § 2909 BAglo] sl B SRS fAlehes A HST 57 4
& o) el el Ao, Slo 5ol BTG A BEHAOT, B AT
FV7heke g 240] FEHIT. GALFIEFDSI080) > (fig. 19)& 7183 A 4] HILL.
2 FH3te] 7]el71h 2RI S MASom], S HsklE o 2 TSkt 53] )

3

%ﬁﬂﬂ

o

T

ol

il

=

1)

O

2

ATV

&a1e]?
&

N

=
T

ru
ol

FXL r‘ﬁ ol
ot

10,
1

A

2 u 7] maE 23S Tiske] 4 7lE 5] shefehe Skl vk Gl
A PE(FD5:081) > (fig, 20)& /-3 Wl 42t thAl 7] 2] 99 72 st ol i
I FEFS AR AHe ARSI 0 2 TSRl R A RS A
7 skt

36 2k, ekl &=, p. 49.
37 CEFEL, BER ISR, DASHE G REEIE, AT AR, BB, SO T PR, SEMEAMEL IS ZAT
2, T—Ue 56, 557, T54, No. 2128, p. 346c,

282 PR e SR FRE 2 A wH S0



Fig. 19, <SRBIFHE>, Incense burner, Tang Dynasty,
partly gilded silver, diameter 5,8cm, Famen Temple
Museum (photograph by the author)
Fig. 20, <$RBIFKHE>, Incense burner, Tang Dynasty,
partly gilded silver, diameter 12.8cm, Famen Temple
Museum (photograph by the author)
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Abstract

Esoteric Buddhist Beliefs in the Tang Dynasty Viewed through Incense
Implements Excavated from the Famen Temple Underground Palace

Choi, Gukhee*

This study analyzes the composition and iconographic characteristics of incense implements (xiangju) excavated
from the underground palace of Famen Temple (Famensi), based on the Esoteric Buddhist character of the Tang
imperial court. By comparing these artifacts with the ritual systems described in the Famen Temple Inventory of Offerings
(Famensi yiwuzhang) and Esoteric scriptures such as the Mahavairocana Tantra (Dainichikyd), this paper examines the
development of Esoteric Buddhist incense culture during the Tang Dynasty.

The findings reveal that the incense implements from the Famen Temple underground palace perfectly embody the
ritual offering system of scented paste (tuxiang), burning incense (shaoxiang), and ritual water (argha), as prescribed in
Esoteric texts. In other words, conceptual ritual norms were empirically manifested through a combination of artifacts,
including incense boxes, censers, and argha vessels. Furthermore, the arrangement of objects in the rear chamber of the
underground palace is closely linked to the mandala configuration described in the Ritual Procedures for Recitation of the
Usnisa Vijaya Dharani, confirming that these implements functioned as essential offerings for the enshrinement of
Buddhist relics and the well-being of the imperial family. Ultimately, the incense implements of the Famen Temple
underground palace transcended mere offerings; they served as symbolic mediums merging imperial authority with
Esoteric faith, acting as ritual conduits connecting the secular and sacred realms. This study is significant in that it
reconstructs aspects of Tang Esoteric Buddhist rituals through the analysis of excavated artifacts, shedding light on

practices that have long remained obscure.
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